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Special Research Program "Meiosis" extended 

The Austrian Science Fund (FWF) has approved the prolongation of the Special
Resarch Program (Spezialforschungsbereiche SFB) Meiosis for an additional 4 years.
 
The consortium now includes participants and associated members from the Max
Perutz Labs Vienna (Perutz), the Gregor Mendel Institute of Molecular Plant Biology
(GMI) and the Institute of Molecular Biotechnology (IMBA). Additionally, Sven Klumpe
(IMBA/Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP) will join as a new national collaborator,
bringing advanced expertise in cryo-electron tomography. 
 
Read more about SFB Meiosis here
 
All in all, over a dozen FWF grants were awarded to researchers affiliated to the
Vienna BioCenter, read more about them here and in this newsletter.

Successful Visits and Networking in 2025

In addition to the many successful symposia and events taking place in 2025, the
Vienna BioCenter welcomed guests, groups and delegations from all over the world,
showcasing the high quality research, the community spirit of our campus and the
valuable network the institutions, companies and stakeholders offer.

Our visitors included (but were not limited to) the Austrian Marshall Foundation Plan
High performance Trip, the Japanese Business Federation Keidanren, the Austrian
Academy of Science Research Board, students from Tampere University, members of
the Europe Korea Conference on Science and Technology, teachers from Denmark &
Czechia, members of the Austrian Federation of Industries (Industriellenvereinigung),
the Simons Science School from Ukraine,  and a delegation from the Austrian
Leadership programs ALPS.

The feedback we receive is unanimously positive, and we would like to thank everyone
who participated, enabling the success of these visits and showing what the
collaborative spirit of the Vienna BioCenter is all about.

Stay up to date! Follow Vienna BioCenter on LinkedIn and check out the News
Section on the Website to stay informed between the newsletters.

VIENNA BIOCENTER ASSOCIATION
NEW MEMBERS

AITHYRA was founded in September 2024 and will
combine the best of academic, corporate, and start-up
worlds, with a mixture of AI and life science experts.

In the ultimate expansion state, AITHYRA is envisioned to have 10-14 junior and senior
research groups, as well as many global collaborators, very substantial computational
and experimental infrastructure, and a state-of-the-art AI-driven robotic lab. 

Epitome Therapeutics is a spin-off from EMBL Rome,
developing CADENCE, a next-generation epigenome
editing platform.

It precisely modulates gene transcription through epigenetic marks without altering
DNA, enabling durable, safe, and finely tuned control beyond conventional genome or
RNA-based therapies. The company focuses on rare and metabolic diseases,
leveraging liver-specific gene upregulation with lipid nanoparticle delivery. 

Fragrami is redefining the origin of rare
phytochemistry. They bridge the gap between nature’s
complexity and industrial scale, delivering lab-certified,

on-demand molecular signatures, mission-critical to global fragrance, human health,
and planetary resilience. By replacing supply chain volatility with absolute sovereignty,
Fragrami empowers their partners to lead the next era of sustainable, market-defining
innovations.
 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Vienna BioCenter Cafeteria 

Employees of Vienna BioCenter members have access to the Campus Cafeteria
located at the Research Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP). The restaurant serves
several lunch options Monday through Friday. The weekly menu is available here.
 
Please note that starting January 2026, a Vienna BioCenter access card is
mandatory for payment of food and beverages. This change aims to decrease
waiting times at check-out and improve the overall experience. The card can easily be
loaded with cash or debit/credit/Pluxee card at the machine in front of the Cafeteria
(right side).
 
If you currently don't have one, please ask your HR/employer to reach out to the IMP
Reception so they can issue you your personal card.
 
If you already have an access card, make sure it is registered to your name and
company and that you have transferred money to it before visiting the Cafeteria.
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. It is highly appreciated!

Vienna BioCenter International Welcome Office

The Vienna BioCenter International Welcome Office is dedicated to supporting
international employees, especially new hires relocating to Austria.
 
An important pillar of the Welcome Office is the website, offering relevant information to
support the transition to a new country and culture: welcome.vbc.ac.at
 
The first point of contact should always be with your employer/HR. Additionally, the
Welcome Office offers support and information on arrival, visa & residence permits,
housing, health & mobilit,y as well as life in Vienna in general.
 
The Welcome Office can be reached at welcome@viennabiocenter.org. Feel free to
reach out with any questions concerning. Feedback and input are highly appreciated.

Vienna BioCenter Group Health Insurance

The Vienna BioCenter Association has a partnership
with an insurance company for private health insurance,
giving all employees of Vienna BioCenter members a
discounted rate. 

• 25% GROUP DISCOUNT on the Wiener Städtische/Vienna Insurance
Group MEDplus special-care class and the additional SINGLE-BED ROOM
tariff. 5% PARTNERBONUS if spouse, partner, or children (same household)
are insured as well.

 

• APPROX. 20% DISCOUNT on the MEDplus private doctor
insurance, selected as a supplement to the special-care class insurance

 
For detailed information and consultation (German or English), please contact the
insurance broker Irena Hofbauer. 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SPORTS & ACTIVITIES

Vienna BioCenter Sport & Activities is a campus-wide sports initiative to connect
colleagues through their interest and passion for sports. All employees of Vienna
BioCenter members have access to a wide range of sports activities through the
program. To find out more, visit sports.vbc.ac.at and login via your institute,
organization, or company. 
 
NEW in 2026: Vienna BioCenter Photo Club
All skill levels are welcome, whether you’re a National Geographic wildlife
photographer or enjoy taking pictures on your phone.
Read more here: VBC Sports & Activities | Photography
 
Keep an eye out for dedicated Newsletters with updates on sports and activities.

Not registered yet? Please sign up on the website using your work email. Guidelines for employees
at UBB/CeMESS/Aithyra are available here. Guidleines for mployees at Vienna BioCenter companies
are available here. Access to Vienna BioCenter Sports & Activities will be granted after successful
approval of the registration.
 
Participation in Vienna BioCenter Sports  & Activities is generously subsidized through membership
fees of Vienna BioCenter association members. Thus, participation in most sports activities is free;
however, some courses require partial or full coverage of the costs by the participants.
 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SCIENTIFIC TRAINING

Launch of the VIP³ Postdoctoral Program

The Vienna BioCenter Interdisciplinary Postdoctoral
Program (VIP3) has been officially launched! Building
on the success of its predecessor VIP2, VIP3 is co-
financed by the EU and six Vienna BioCenter
institutions: IMBA, GMI, IMP, the Max Perutz Labs, the
Faculty of Life Sciences, and CeMESS. It is further
supported by seven international associated partners.

With €2.7 million in EU funding during 2026-2030, the program fosters explicitly
interdisciplinary research projects that bridge at least two Vienna BioCenter groups.
 
Over its lifetime, VIP3 will award sixteen three-year fellowships. The fellows will benefit
from a three-mentor scheme, structured training program, and optional secondment
opportunities. The program has selected eight fellows through its first call, and the next
call will open on 1 March 2026.
 
Learn more here

Vienna BioCenter Alumni Network off to a great start

What a fantastic first start for the Vienna BioCenter Alumni Network.
Launched in March 2025 after months of preparation, the platform has grown rapidly:

•  A global community: Nearly 1,000 alumni from around the world have already
joined.

• New features: With the live feed and media recordings, alumni can easily follow,
share & reconnect.

• Events that connect: Both online and in-person events brought alumni
together, culminating in a celebration at the PhD Symposium “Alumni Edition” in
November.

• Mentoring program: The year closed with the launch of our new mentoring
program, opening up exciting opportunities for exchange & support.
 

The Vienna BioCenter Alumni Network is open to current members and alumni of the
GMI, IMBA, IMP and the Perutz with a minimum contract of 6 months.
 
The Vienna BioCenter Alumni Network Team is excited to see what 2026 will bring and
hope you are too!

RESEARCH INSTITUTES' NEWS

CeMESS

New Christian Doppler
Laboratory at CeMESS

On November 24, 2025, the Christian
Doppler Laboratory for Biodegradation
of Water-Soluble Polymers opened at
CeMESS.
 
Led by Michael Zumstein, the lab
investigates the chemical and
microbiological processes of polymer
biodegradation, in close collaboration
with BOKU University (module lead
Teresa Steininger-Mairinger) and
industrial partner BASF SE.
 
The lab is funded through the Christian
Doppler Research Association with
major public support from the Federal
Ministry of Economy, Energy and
Tourism (BMWET).
 
Learn more here

Eight “Highly Cited
Researchers” at CeMESS

Eight CeMESS researchers across all
four divisions have been named to
Clarivate’s 2025 list of Highly Cited
Researchers, placing them in the top 1%
by citations in their fields.
 
Featured on the list are David Berry
(DOME), Lucia Fuchslueger (TER),
Thilo Hofmann (EDGE), Thomas Rattei
(CUBE), Andreas Richter (TER), Adrian
Tett (CUBE), Michael Wagner (DOME),
and Wolfgang Wanek (TER).
 
Michael Wagner has been continuously
Highly Cited since 2014, and Andreas
Richter has been recognized every year
since the Cross-Field category was
introduced in 2018.
 
Learn more here
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More CeMESS news

FACULTY OF LIFE SCIENCES @ UBB

The Faculty of Life Sciences is delighted that six of its projects have been awarded
funding in the latest grant round by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF). The projects
cover developmental biology, ecology, and behavioural and environmental science.
 

• Ingeborg Lang is part of a consortium exploring how early plants adapted to life
on land.

• Jérémy Lemaire investigates the effects of chronic mercury contamination on the
health of tropical caimans.

• Maria Santacà examines how visual illusions shape mate choice and
reproductive fitness in guppies.

• Ulrich Technau explores multipotent stem cells in the sea anemone
Nematostella, with relevance for regeneration and ageing.

• Zihao Zhao studies the diversity and ecological roles of marine fungi in ocean
carbon cycling.

• Kerim Anlas examines alternative modes of animal body plan formation in
cnidarians (ESPRIT).

 
Learn more about each project here
 

More Faculty of Life Sciences news

GMI

Magnus Nordborg Receives 
ERC Synergy Grant 

EMBO Workshop “Plant evolution:
from origins to diversification on
land” 

Magnus Nordborg has received an
ERC Synergy Grant from the
European Research Council for the
project “GENomes Evolve in a
Landscape of Transposable Elements
(GENELT)”.  
 
With this prestigious grant, awarded in
collaboration with Richard Durbin and
Felipe Teixeira from the University of
Cambridge, the researchers will
combine expertise in computational
genomics, population genetics, and
experimental analysis to investigate
how transposable elements shape
host genome evolution in multicellular
eukaryotes.  
 
Learn more here
 
Photo credit: Anna Stöcher 

From November 25th-27th,
international researchers came
together at the GMI at the
Vienna BioCenter for inspiring
presentations and engaging
discussions on the topic of plant
evolution. Initially open to 120
participants, this fourth installment of
the EMBO workshop series was over-
enrolled with 180 attendees. 
 
Among the speakers was GMI group
leader Silvia Ramundo who
presented her research on rethinking
the origin of plastid-encoded RNA
polymerase using Chlamydomonas as
a model organism. GMI
Postdoc, Juan Carlos De la
Concepcion, also shared his
research on the structural basis of
translation inhibition during dormancy
in Marchantia polymorpha spores. 
 

More GMI news

IMBA

Kristina Stapornwongkul joins
IMBA as new Group Leader

IMBA welcomed Kristina
Stapornwongkul as a new Group
Leader. Her research focuses on
understanding how cells sense and
respond to mechanical forces,
combining cell biology, biophysics,
and advanced imaging approaches.
 
By studying mechanotransduction
across different biological contexts,
her work aims to uncover fundamental
principles that govern tissue
organization and cellular behavior.
 
Kristina’s group strengthens IMBA’s
interdisciplinary research portfolio and
commitment to innovative basic
science.
 
Learn more here
 
 

IMBA hosts Health Science
Forum

IMBA recently hosted the Health
Science Forum, bringing together
researchers, policymakers, industry
representatives, and stakeholders to
discuss current challenges and future
perspectives in neurodegenerative
diseases, not last in face of an aging
population.
 
The event provided a platform for
interdisciplinary exchange on translating
basic research into societal impact,
fostering dialogue across sectors – and
was an opportunity to draw decision
makers to the institute.
 
Learn more here
 

More IMBA News

IMP

IMP celebrates 40 years of
finding out

IMP opens call for Junior Group
Leaders

In November, the IMP celebrated its
40th anniversary with an international
symposium bringing together current
and former group leaders, alumni,
collaborators, and friends of the
institute.
 
The event highlighted four decades of
curiosity-driven basic research,
scientific excellence, and IMP’s lasting
impact on the life sciences.
 
Talks spanned past milestones and
future perspectives, reflecting the
institute’s continued commitment to
fundamental discovery and innovation.
 
Learn more here

The IMP has opened a call for Junior
Group Leader positions, inviting
outstanding early-career scientists to
establish independent research
groups in a highly collaborative and
interdisciplinary environment.
 
Successful candidates will receive
generous core funding, access to
state-of-the-art infrastructure, and
strong institutional support to pursue
ambitious basic research projects.
 
The call is open until 9 January to
researchers from all areas of the life
sciences who are ready to take the
next step toward independence.
 
Learn more here

More IMP news

MAX PERUTZ LABS

Two new FWF grants to
end 2025

Jovana Jovanovic secures this
year’s 14th PhD Fellowship for
the Perutz

Two Perutz group leaders – Gang
Dong and Javier Martinez – have
secured new Principal Investigator
grants from the Austrian Science Fund
(FWF).
 
Their projects will investigate how a
parasite evades the immune system,
and how the tRNA ligase complex is
regulated and degraded.
 
With approximately €6 million in FWF
funding awarded to Perutz
researchers this year – including €1
million in this call alone – the institute
marks one of its most successful
funding years to date.
 
Learn more here
 

The Perutz concludes its 20th

anniversary year with another great
achievement: Jovana Jovanovic
(Ameres lab) is the 14th PhD
researcher to receive a major
fellowship this year – a new
institutional record.
 
Jovana has been awarded the highly
competitive Boehringer Ingelheim
Fonds (BIF) PhD Fellowship, which
provides up to 3.5 years of funding as
well as access to an international
network of BIF Fellows.
 
The fellowship recognizes top young
scientists with fewer than 10% of
roughly 550 applicants selected
annually across Europe.
 
Learn more here

More Max Perutz Labs News

VIENNA BIOCENTER CORE FACILITIES

VBCF welcomes new CFO 15 years of VBCF

Christoph Strecker started his new role
as Head of Finance at the Vienna
BioCenter Core Facilities (VBCF) in
October 2025, succeeding Raoul
Lavaulx-Vrecourt.
 
Before joining VBCF, Strecker served as
CFO at the Austrian Center for Medical
Innovation and Technology (ACMIT).
 
He brings extensive experience to the
table and will support Managing Director
Vivian Lu Tan, as VBCF moves into its
next phase.
 

Vienna BioCenter Core Facilities
(VBCF) turned 15 in 2025, and this
occasion was marked by a small
celebration with VBCF employees,
some of whom have been with the
company since day one!

We want to thank all our stakeholders,
partners, and users who are part of
our journey, and we look forward to
many more years of fruitful
collaborations.

Follow VBCF on

VIENNA BIOCENTER COMPANY NEWS

Pipette Calibration Days at Vienna BioCenter – Register Your Slot!

Calibrate your pipettes quickly and reliable at the
LabShop, Vienna BioCenter (Erne Seder Gasse 4/2,
1030 Vienna).
 
Next date: Tuesday, January 27, 2026,
from 09:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Your benefits: No shipping costs, minimal downtime, and calibration for all common
pipette models.
 
Please register by January 20, 2026, via email at office@labconsulting.at and
include the number and type of pipettes. We look forward to seeing you! For more
details click here.
 
Don’t forget to have a look at our Best Price Warranty offers!
 

Office and Laboratory Space for Rent at VBC 5

 

• Furnished office spaces ideal for administrative and research support activities
• Furnished laboratory areas suitable for companies in the biotechnology or

research sector
• Shared meeting rooms and lounges

 
The areas are located on the same floor and can be rented together or separately,
depending on your needs. Shared meeting rooms and lounge areas provide additional
space for collaboration and breaks.
 
Areas available:
Offices: 15 - 70 m² (depending on unit)
Laboratories: approx. 110 m²
Shared/common areas: approx. 50 m²
Location: Campus Vienna Biocenter 5, 1030 Vienna
 
Should you require any further information, please e-mail Sigrid Klimt:
sigrid.klimt@lexogen.com.
 

Proxygen has received a seven-figure grant through the Austrian Life Sciences
Program, underscoring recognition of its pioneering work and supporting continued
progress toward clinical development. The non-dilutive funding strengthens
translational efforts, helping accelerate the transition from discovery to the clinic while
further reinforcing the company’s platform and pipeline.
 
Proxygen is proud to contribute to Austria’s growing biotech ecosystem and
acknowledges the continued support of the Austrian Research Promotion Agency
(FFG) and the Republic of Austria in fostering scientific innovation.
 

EVENTS

Symposia & Events at Vienna BioCenter

SY-Stem 2026

SY-Stem - a symposium focusing on the next generation of stem cell researchers – is
an annual meeting, located at the Vienna BioCenter. It is organized jointly by
the Research Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP) and Institute of Molecular
Biotechnology (IMBA).
 
In this two-and-a-half-day event, recognized keynote speakers, as well as aspiring
young group leaders, will discuss the latest advances in stem cell biology in an
informal and collaborative setting. The abstract deadline to apply for a talk is
January 22, 2026.
 
The 2026 sessions include the following topics:
Scaling up and automation  | Innervation and neural control of Stem Cells  | Stem
Cells in disease  |  Signaling and Patterning  | Plasticity and reprogramming
 
March 11-13, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (IMP, Campus Vienna BioCenter 1)

Learn more & Register here

Mendel Early Career Symposium

The 4th edition of the “Mendel Early
Career Symposium” will take place at the
Vienna BioCenter from May 21-22, 2026.
 
The symposium intends to create a
venue for early career researchers to
share their findings and network with
peers in a friendly environment.

This two-day in-person event, will bring together PhD students, postdocs, and junior
group leaders/assistant professors to discuss the latest discoveries in all areas of plant
science. Additionally, this year’s symposium will feature a special workshop led by
Matthias Vorländer (IMP) on ChimeraX and AlphaFold as part of the “How-do-you-do-
it?” series.
 
Registration will open end of January!
 
May 21–22, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (GMI/IMP, Campus Vienna Biocenter 1)

Learn more here

Microsymposium on RNA Biology 2026

The „Microsymposium on RNA Biology“ is an international conference that brings
together young scientists, junior and senior group leaders, and company
representatives from all over the world to present and discuss their latest findings in
the exciting field of small RNAs and beyond.
 
The Microsymposium was founded in 2005 and has established itself as the
major small RNA meeting in Europe. It is organized by the four research
institutions IMBA, IMP, GMI, and the Max Perutz Labs, as well as by the RNA
community of the Vienna BioCenter. 
 
June 17-19, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (IMP, Campus Vienna BioCenter 1)

Learn more and Register here

Events by and with Vienna BioCenter Members

ChlamydiaWorkshop (DCW)

The 22nd ChlamydiaWorkshop (DCW) will take place in Vienna and is organized by
researchers from CeMESS, the Medical University of Vienna, and the University of
Veterinary Medicine, Vienna.
 
Once a year, the ChlamydiaWorkshop brings together researchers, veterinarians, and
human physicians with an interest in Chlamydia and Chlamydia-associated diseases.
Since its inception in 2003, the ChlamydiaWorkshop has grown from an initial focus on
scientists from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland to a European event connecting
research groups across the continent and beyond.
 
Registration closes on January 30, 2026
 
March 2-4, 2026
Vienna University, 1010, Vienna

Learn more & Register here

Perturb 2026

Meet the global CRISPR-Community at the High-content CRISPR Screening
Conference taking place in Vienna.
 
March 18-19, 2026
Hotel Savoyen, 1030, Vienna 

Learn more and Register here

Ubiquitin & Friends Symposium 2026

The annual international meeting in Vienna aims to bring together scholars from
various fields studying ubiquitin/Ubl biology and protein degradation in a personal,
family-like atmosphere, as suggested by the name.
 
The upcoming symposium will cover current research, challenges, and advances in
Ub/Ubl biology. Topics include structural insights into molecular machines involved in
proteostasis, chemical and proteomic approaches for studying the Ub system and Ub
signaling, as well as various biological pathways such as autophagy, protein quality
control, and proteostasis during stress, ageing, and diseases.
 
April 29-30, 2026
Van Swieten Hall, 1010, Vienna 

Learn more and register here

Life Science Career Fair by ÖGMBT

Whether you are a participant or an exhibitor you are invited to be part of Austria's
biggest Life Sciences Career Fair.
 
May 13, 2026
FH Campus Wien, Vienna 

Learn more here

WORKING AT VIENNA BIOCENTER

FOOD TRUCKS AT VIENNA BIOCENTER
Five different food trucks expand the culinary offerings on Vienna BioCenter campus.
You can choose from daily changing, varied options. Already found your favorite?
 
Food trucks stop at the Vienna Biocenter Campus daily (Mon to Thu from 11 am to 2
pm) in front of the Globe Wien (at the corner of Karl-Farkas-Gasse and Maria-Jacobi-
Gasse). The Wrap Stars food truck stops in front of the Marxbox.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Follow Vienna BioCenter on

We are also on BlueSky
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