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Four ERC Grants awarded to Vienna BioCenter Researchers 

Four researchers representing three different research entities at Vienna BioCenter
have been awarded ERC Grants in the last months. Congratulations on this
achievement!
 
Alwin Köhler (Max Perutz Labs) - The Nuclear Pore Complex: Bridging Membrane
Remodelling and Lipid Metabolism (NPC-MEM)
With support from the Advanced Grant, Alwin Köhler and his team aim to uncover the
physical and biochemical principles that enable NPCs to reshape the nuclear
envelope. A key focus will be the role of nuclear lipid metabolism – specifically, how
cells adjust the lipid composition of the nuclear envelope to permit sculpting by NPCs.
Learn more about his work here
 
Dagmar Woebken (CeMESS) - Windows of microbial activity in deserts afforded
by non-rainwater (WinMicAct)
In her ERC-funded research project WinMicAct, Woebken together with a team of
national and international collaborators will explore the importance of non-rainwater
inputs for microbial activities and the preservation of microbial diversity. Learn more
about her work here
 
Sasha Mendjan (IMBA) - Recapitulating the growth of the human heart to mature
cardioids" (CardioGROWTH)
Sasha Mendjan was awarded an Advanced Grant for his research on heart
development. The funded project is the next step in the Mendjan Lab’s long-term
pursuit to accurately replicate human heart development in a dish and study the
causes of cardiovascular disease. Learn more about his work here
 
Megan Sørensen (CeMESS) - Key transitions in the evolution of endosymbiosis
Microorganisms were crucial in the evolution of life and play an important role in
ecosystems. In her project, funded by a ERC Starting grant, microbiologist Megan
Sørensen investigates how closely networked interactions between microorganisms
arise and evolve over time. Learn more about her work here

Seven FWF Grants awarded to Vienna BioCenter Researchers

The Austrian Science Fund (FWF) recently awarded Grants from their programs
"Principal Investigator", "1000 Ideas" and "International - Multilateral Initiatives” to
seven researchers affiliated to four different research entities at the Vienna BioCenter.
Congratulations!
 
FWF Principal Investigator Project Grant 
Daniel Grabarczyk - Research institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP)
Erinc Hallacli - Max Perutz Labs Vienna
Pim Huis in 't Veld - Max Perutz Labs Vienna
Martin Leeb - Max Perutz Labs Vienna
 
FWF 1000 Ideas Grant
Joao Matos - Max Perutz Labs Vienna
Hannes Schmidt - Centre for Microbiology and Environmental Systems Science
(CeMESS)
 
FWF International - Multilateral Initiatives Grant
Wolfram Weckwerth - Faculty of Life Science - University of Vienna
 
Read more about their projects here

The Austrian Academy of Sciences (ÖAW)’s DOC Fellowship program supports
outstanding PhD students by funding their innovative research projects. This year, no
less than 13 talented PhD Students from four research entities at the Vienna BioCenter
received this highly competitive fellowship.
 
Max Perutz Labs Vienna: Kathleen Berkun and Elizabeth Ethier (Hallacli lab), María
García Gallardo (Buecker lab), Aswini Kumar Panda (Falk lab), Sebastian
Platzer and Kavya Shetty (Hein lab), and Mateusz Walter (Querques lab) 
 
Research Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP): Myrto Chatziangelou (Stark Lab),
Johannes Suwita (Pauli Lab), and Constanze Gremmelmaier (Plaschka Lab).
 
Gregor Mendel Institute: Hing Pan Ng (Ma Lab)
 
Centre for Microbiology and Environmental Systems Science (CeMESS):  
Alejandro Llanos-Lizcano (Petersen Group), and Joana Góis Valério (Pollak Group).
 
Learn more about their work here

Stay up to date! Follow Vienna BioCenter on LinkedIn and check out the News
Section on the Website to stay informed between the newsletters.

VIENNA BIOCENTER ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Vienna BioCenter International Welcome Office

The Vienna BioCenter International Welcome Office is dedicated to support
international employees, especially new hires relocating to Austria.
 
An important pillar of the Welcome Office is the website, offering relevant information to
support the transition to a new country and culture: welcome.vbc.ac.at
 
The first point of contact should always be with your employer/HR, additionally the
Welcome Office offers support and information on arrival, visa & residence permits,
housing, health & mobility as well as life in Vienna in general.
 
The Welcome Office can be reached at welcome@viennabiocenter.org  Please also
feel free to contact us with any questions. Feedback and input is highly appreciated

Vienna BioCenter Cafeteria 

Employees of Vienna BioCenter Members have access to the Campus Cafeteria
located at the Research Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP). The restaurant serves
several lunch options Monday through Friday, the weekly menu is available here.
 
Please note that starting January 2026 every guest will need a Vienna BioCenter
access card for payment of food and beverages. This change aims to decrease
waiting times at check-out and improve the overall experience. The card can easily be
loaded with cash or debit/credit card at the machine in front of the Cafeteria (right
side).
 
You don't have an access card? Please reach out to the IMP Reception to get
registered and receive your personal card before Dec. 31, 2025.
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation, it is highly appreciated.

Vienna BioCenter Group Health Insurance

The Vienna BioCenter Association has a partnership
with an insurance company for a private health
insurance, giving all employees of Vienna BioCenter
members a discounted rate. 

• 25% GROUP DISCOUNT on the Wiener Städtische/Vienna Insurance
Group MEDplus special-care class and the additional SINGLE-BED ROOM
tariff. 5% PARTNERBONUS if spouse / partner or children (same household)
are insured as well.

 

• APPROX. 20% DISCOUNT On the MEDplus private doctor
insurance, selected as a supplement to the special-care class insurance

 
For detailed information and consultation (German or English), please contact the
insurance broker Irena Hofbauer. 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SPORTS & ACTIVITIES

Vienna BioCenter Sport & Activities is a campus-wide sports initiative to connect
colleagues through their interest and passion for sports. All employees of Vienna
BioCenter members have access to a wide range of sports activities through the
program. To find out more, visit sports.vbc.ac.at and login via your institute,
organisation or company. 
 
Flamenco & Salsa Workshops: A new round of Latin Dance just started up and there
are still spots available: VBC Sports | Latin Dance
 
Volleyball: Thank you to everyone joining this summer. Make sure to sign up to
receive info about indoor sessions happening in the fall and winter: VBC Sports |
Beachvolleyball
 
Keep an eye out for dedicated Sports Newsletters with updates on sports offered

Not registered yet? Employees at UBB/CeMESS follow these instructions and employees at Vienna
BioCenter companies follow these instructions to register first with their work email address. Access
to Vienna BioCenter Sports & Activities will be granted after successful approval of the registration.
 
Participation in Vienna BioCenter Sports  & Activities is generously subsidized through membership
fees of Vienna BioCenter association members. Thus, participation in most sports activities is free;
however, some courses require partial or full coverage of the costs by the participants.
 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SCIENTIFIC TRAINING

Vienna BioCenter PhD Symposium - Bringing it all back Home

The PhD Symposium - Alumni edition titled "Bringing it all back Home" will take
place November 5-7, 2025. 
 
We will welcome talented researchers who are driving scientific progress in their fields.
Despite different career trajectories, they all share a common connection through
the Vienna BioCenter community.
 
In addition to the scientific talks, many of our alumni who have pursued diverse career
paths will offer workshops to discuss with attendees about their professional journeys.
Details regarding workshop registration will be announced shortly. More information
about the program and speakers can be found here
 

Register on the Vienna BioCenter Alumni platform until the 6th of October

Register here

Thank you to the Vienna BioCenter training team and our sponsors for making this
exciting event possible!

The organizing committee: 
América Ramírez Colmenero (Max Perutz
Labs), Anna Dimitriadi (IMBA), Barbara Da
Costa (GMI), Elisabeth Pottendorfer (IMP),
Eliska Kohoutkova (IMP), Estela Mancheno
(IMBA), Guillem Estivill (IMP), Navaneeth
Srinivasan (IMP), Patrick Zelger (IMP),
Samuele Maturi (IMBA), Sebastian Platzer
(Max Perutz Labs), Sofia Moysiadou (IMP)

RESEARCH INSTITUTES' NEWS

CeMESS

28th European Nitrogen Cycle
Meeting at CeMESS

From September 8–11, 2025, the 28th
European Nitrogen Cycle Meeting
(ENC28) brought more than 70
researchers from 13 countries to the
Center for Microbiology and
Environmental Systems Science
(CeMESS).
 
The program featured keynote lectures
by international experts and covered a
wide range of topics in microbial
nitrogen cycling.
 
Poster prizes were awarded to Carolin
Otersen and Nils Ganzwohl for their
outstanding contributions.

Who fixes carbon in the dark
ocean?

A new study led by Barbara Bayer shows
that ammonia-oxidizing microorganisms
contribute far less to carbon fixation in the
ocean than previously assumed.
 
Published in Nature Geoscience, the
research was carried out together with
colleagues from the University of
California Santa Barbara and the Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution. The
findings challenge the long-held view that
ammonia oxidizers are the main drivers of
dark carbon fixation in the deep ocean.
 
Learn more about the study here

More CeMESS news

FACULTY OF LIFE SCIENCES @ UBB

ASTRA Award for Megan Lambert
Merit Awards for Eduard Fadeev and Katharina Lust

Megan Lambert (Dep. of Behavioural and Cognitive Biology) was awarded the
prestigious ASTRA award, worth approximately one million euro.
 
Designed to support outstanding postdoctoral researchers, the ASTRA awards by the
FWF provide a springboard for advancing to the forefront of their scientific fields.
Lambert’s research focuses on understanding when and how birds innovate, an ability
crucial for adapting to change, but whose underlying drivers remain poorly understood.
 
Additionally two Merit Awards were given to Eduard Fadeev (Dep. of Functional and
Evolutionary Ecology) and Katharina Lust (Dep. of Neuroscience and Developmental
Biology). These awards provide vital start-up funding to support promising projects in
ecology and developmental biology. 
 
Learn more here

More Faculty of Life Sciences news

GMI

Key Regulator of Plant Branching
Architecture Identified 

Hands-On Workshop at ÖAW
Kinderuni Day 

Plants grow in precise 3D patterns,
guided by active stem cells in
specialized regions called meristems.
Researchers in Liam Dolan's lab at
the GMI have identified the gene
CYP78E1 as a critical regulator of
branching in the model plant
Marchantia polymorpha. 
 
Their findings, published in Current
Biology, demonstrate how CYP78E1
influences meristem activity, enabling
plants to adjust their branching
architecture in response to changing
light conditions. Mutations in this gene
significantly alter plant structure,
highlighting its role in growth and
adaptation. 

At the recent ÖAW Kinderuni Day, the
GMI hosted a workshop at the
Austrian Academy of Sciences,
inviting young participants to learn
about how plants disperse their seeds.
From flying seeds and natural “Velcro”
to botanical catapults and floating life
rafts, the workshop showcased the
diverse methods plants use to spread
their seeds. 
 
Through hands-on experiments and
activities, participants examined how
wind, water, animals, and physics
contribute to seed dispersal -
demonstrating how even rooted
organisms can achieve wide
distribution. 

More GMI news

IMBA

The beginning of the end: How
PITI proteins protect animal
genomes

Researchers at the Vienna BioCenter
have solved a 20-year-old mystery in
genome biology, revealing how PIWI
proteins engage partner molecules to
silence “jumping genes” that threaten
genetic stability.
 
The findings result of a collaboration
between the labs of Julius Brennecke
at the Institute of Molecular
Biotechnology (IMBA) of the Austrian
Academy of Sciences and Clemens
Plaschka at the Research Institute of
Molecular Pathology (IMP).
 
The scientists combined AI-based
protein structure prediction with
biochemistry and genetics to describe
the first steps of PIWI-mediated
transposon silencing.
 
 

“No research, no answers”
ÖAW Campaign on the
importance of science

Science in Austria faces important
decisions regarding the federal budget
which could affect the funding for
research, technology, and innovation in
the near future.

To highlight the crucial role of science in
our society, the Austrian Academy of
Sciences has launched the campaign
“No research, no answers” to raise
awareness that without research, key
questions about the future – from health
and the environment to digitalization –
will remain unanswered.

IMBA Scientific Director Elly Tanaka is
among five renowned ÖAW scientists
acting as ambassadors of the
campaign, representing IMBA’s
commitment not only to doing top-level
research but also to promoting science
as key to advancing our society.

More IMBA News

IMP

Anna Obenauf awarded Dr.
Josef Steiner Cancer Research
Award 2025

Double Breakthrough by Daniel
Ben Grabarczyk

Anna Obenauf, senior group leader at
the IMP in Vienna, has received the
prestigious Dr. Josef Steiner Cancer
Research Award 2025.
 
The award, one of the highest honors
in cancer research, supports her
ambitious project Decode-iTME. With
this, her team will explore new ways to
overcome therapy resistance by re-
empowering immune cells to fight
tumors more effectively.
 
Obenauf shared insights into the
project’s vision and challenges in a
recent interview.

Daniel Ben Grabarczyk, postdoc in the
Clausen lab at the IMP, drove a
remarkable double breakthrough in
protein and immune biology.
 
Together with collaborators, he
revealed the structure of the giant
UBR4 complex, a molecular guardian
that removes faulty proteins and could
inspire new cancer therapies.
 
In parallel, the team discovered how
the immune protein ZNFX1 controls
antiviral defence by compacting RNA
into condensates - an insight with
direct links to rare immune diseases.

More IMP news

MAX PERUTZ LABS

A new start for mitophagy The secret of safe reproduction

The recycling of damaged or surplus
organelles by autophagy is crucial to
maintaining cellular
fitness. Dysregulation of mitophagy, in
particular, is linked to Parkinson’s
disease.
 
A new study by postdoc Elias
Adriaenssens (Martens lab), published
in Nature Cell Biology, reveals a new
mechanism for mitophagy initiation –
showing that conventional
downstream autophagy proteins,
specifically WIPI proteins, are
sometimes required in the early steps
of autophagosome biogenesis. The
discovery provokes a reconsideration
of the hierarchy of factors in
autophagy initiation.
 
The study is part of the ‘Aligning
Science Across Parkinson’s (ASAP)’
scientific collaboration network.
 

Sexual reproduction involves the
formation of gametes – specialized
cells containing half the genetic
content of their parental cells. During
meiosis, maternal and paternal
chromosomes align and swap DNA
segments, a process which requires
programmed double strand breaks.
 
Cells must guarantee at least one
crossover per chromosome pair, but
excessive double strand breaks can
lead to deleterious DNA damage. How
do cells balance these requirements?
 
A new study from the Matos lab in
Nature reveals a crucial mechanism
involving Holliday junctions and the
synaptonemal complex that ensures
genetic diversity.

More Max Perutz Labs News

VIENNA BIOCENTER CORE FACILITIES
Vienna BioCenter Scientific
Services Feedback Survey

SLAS Regional Meet-up at
Vienna BioCenter

Vienna BioCenter Core Facility
conducted a Scientific Services
feedback survey over the course of the
summer which garned over 340
responses across the campus.
 
The average user rates their overall
satisfaction at over 9 out of 10, with the
quality of the service and
communication being the most praised
aspects. The comments and responses
will be used to guide development of
core facilities at Vienna BioCenter.
 
Thank you to everyone who participated
in the survey!
 

Vienna BioCenter Core Facilities co-
organized this year's Regional Meet-
up by the Society for Laboratory
Automation and Screening (SLAS),
which drew a diverse crowd
representing Austrian biotech
companies and academic institutions
to the Vienna BioCenter.
 
The event provided an afternoon of
scientific discussions and networking
with the Viennese community ahead
of the SLAS Europe 2026
Conference & Exhibition which will
take place in Vienna on May 19-21,
2026

Follow VBCF on

VIENNA BIOCENTER COMPANY NEWS

HeartBeat.bio Joins Forces with Boehringer Ingelheim to
Advance Gene Therapies for Inherited Heart Muscle Disorders
 
HeartBeat.bio has entered into a research collaboration with Boehringer Ingelheim to
develop gene therapy-based treatments for genetic cardiomyopathies. The partnership
combines Boehringer Ingelheim’s expertise in gene therapy drug development with
HeartBeat.bio’s proprietary Cardioid Drug Discovery Platform, aiming to advance
innovative therapies for inherited heart muscle diseases.
 
Read the full press release here

HeartBeat.bio and biotx.ai Sign License and Technology Access
Agreement to Identify Novel Targets in Heart Failure
 
HeartBeat.bio and biotx.ai have entered a strategic partnership to identify and validate
novel therapeutic targets in heart failure. The collaboration combines biotx.ai’s AI-
driven genomic analysis with HeartBeat.bio’s human-based Cardioid platform to
discover genetically validated targets and test them in a highly relevant in vitro model.
The goal is to accelerate the development of precision therapies for heart failure by
bridging genetic insights with functional validation.
 
Read the full press release here

Meet the global CRISPR-Community at the High-content CRISPR Screening
Conference taking place in Vienna on March 18-19, 2026!
 
Read more and sign up now at Perturb2026.bio

Proxygen and EPFL Launch Strategic Collaboration to
Advance AI-Driven Glue Discovery

Proxygen and EPFL announced a strategic collaboration to advance AI-driven
molecular glue discovery. The partnership combines Proxygen’s validated degrader
discovery platform with the pioneering computational work of Professor Bruno Correia’s
lab at EPFL (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne).
 
Together, the teams will integrate high-throughput in vitro screening with cutting-edge
in silico modeling to systematically predict and validate neosubstrate-ligase
interactions and design novel degrader molecules.
 
This collaboration expands Proxygen’s leadership into the computational space,
enhances discovery precision and scale, and accelerates the generation of high-quality
development candidates across a broad range of previously inaccessible targets.
 
Read the full press release here
 

Halloween Special for the
whole Family

New workshop: "On the Trail
of the Wolf"

Halloween will be spooky again this
year at Vienna Open Lab: Visitors can
make their own slime, visit a creepy
spider exhibition, and, in addition to
many other experiments, the “Puking
Pumpkin” show will of course be back!
 
Registration for the 1.5-hour slots (in
German) for families with children
aged 7 and up is open now. Sign up
here

In the new workshop “On the Trail of
the Wolf,” we will explore the topic of
wolf monitoring in Austria and show
the role that genetic analysis plays in
this process. There will also be
opportunities for discussion on the
topic of wolf reintroduction.
 
The workshop (in German) is suitable
from 17 years and will take place in
February 2026. Sign up here

EVENTS

Symposia & Events at Vienna BioCenter

Vienna BioCenter PhD Symposium

This year’s symposium will take place between the 5-7 November 2025 and will be an
exclusive Vienna BioCenter Alumni reunion, titled "Bringing it all back Home".
The symposium will be an opportunity to connect the current members and alumni of
the Vienna BioCenter through our shared commitment to advancing science.
 
Register before Oct. 6th
 
November 5 –7, 2025
Vienna BioCenter

Register here to attend

Health Science Forum Vienna 2025

The annual Health Science Forum Vienna aims to create a lively forum that promotes
networking and fosters understanding of the different roles played by researchers,
representatives of the pharmaceutical industry, and health policymakers. It is co-
organized by IMBA and Merck and is held in German. 
 
This years topic: "Neurodegenerative Erkrankungen: Pionierarbeit in der
Gehirnforschung für eine alternde Gesellschaft"
 
November 20, 2025 - 6 pm
Institute for Molecular Biotechnology (IMBA), Vienna BioCenter

SY-Stem 2026

SY-Stem - a symposium focusing on the next generation of stem cell researchers – is
an annual meeting, located at Vienna BioCenter. It is organized jointly by the Research
Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP) and Institute of Molecular Biotechnology (IMBA).
 
March 11-13, 2026
Vienna BioCenter

Read more

Events by and with Vienna BioCenter Members

High-content CRISPR Screening Conference 2026

Meet the global CRISPR-Community at the High-content CRISPR Screening
Conference, co-organized by Myllia Biotechnology. Abstract submission (talk or poster)
is open until December 15th.
 
Read more and sign up now at Perturb2026.bio
 
March 18-19, 2026
Hotel Savoyen, Vienna 

WORKING AT VIENNA BIOCENTER

FOOD TRUCKS AT VIENNA BIOCENTER
Five different food trucks expand the culinary offerings on Vienna BioCenter campus.
You can choose from daily changing, varied options. Already found your favorite?
 
Food trucks stop at- the Vienna Biocenter Campus daily (Mon to Thu from 11 am to 2
pm) in front of the Globe Wien (at the corner of Karl-Farkas-Gasse and Maria-Jacobi-
Gasse). The Wrap Stars food truck stops in front of the Marxbox.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Follow Vienna BioCenter on

We are also on BlueSky
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