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European Research Council (ERC) & FWF Grants
awarded to Vienna BioCenter researchers

Congratulations to Jürgen Knoblich from the Institute of Molecular Biotechnology
(IMBA) and Tecumseh Fitch from the Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Vienna on
receiving ERC Advanced Grants for their projects.
 
The Advanced Grants awarded by the European Research Council (ERC) give senior
researchers the opportunity to pursue ambitious, curiosity-driven projects that could
lead to major scientific breakthroughs.
 
Read more about their work here

Five scientists were awarded funding from the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) in the
form of Principal Investigator Project grants.
 
Congratulations to Sabrina Turker, Meriam Guellil & Nika Pende (Faculty of Life
Sciences, Vienna University), Bojan Žagrović (Max Perutz Labs Vienna) and Joanna
Jachowicz  (Institute of Molecular Biotechnology (IMBA))
 
Additionally two young scientists from the Faculty of Life Sciences (University of
Vienna) received ESPRIT Grants. Congratulations to Anastasia Morandi Raikova
& Bhavna Ahlawat.
 
Read more about the work of all seven researchers here
 

Lange Nacht der Forschung 2026

Vienna BioCenter was proud to be part of The Long Night of Research 2026 and our
thanks go out to everyone participating and making this possible. In total we welcomed
more than 1.500 guests to our two venues (Djerassiplatz 1 and Dr. Bohr Gasse 3)!
 
Vienna BioCenter offered 35 different stations hosted by CeMESS & the Faculty of Life
Sciences (both University of Vienna), VBCF, Max Perutz Labs, Thermo Fisher
Scientific, Valneva, Vienna Open Lab, Open Science and IMP.  Additionally, IMBA and
GMI were part of the Academic Campus in the 1st district, hosted by the Austrian
Academy of Sciences. The common denominator of all participants was a shared
passion for science.
 
We are already  looking forward to Lange Nacht der Forschung 2028, it will take place
on May 19 - Save the date!

Stay up to date! Follow Vienna BioCenter on LinkedIn and check out the News
Section on the Website to stay informed between the newsletters.

VIENNA BIOCENTER ASSOCIATION
NEW MEMBERS

Parallel Bio is developing next-generation
immunotherapy discovery through human immune
organoids. Its platform combines organoid biology with

large-scale AI and machine learning to model the complexity of the human immune
system in ways that conventional preclinical tools cannot. This enables Parallel Bio to
discover and validate new drugs with early confidence in clinical efficacy, and to predict
how therapies will perform across diverse patient populations. The company's goal is
to accelerate the development of safe, effective immunotherapies for a broad range of
diseases.

Discovery Evolution is transforming antibody discovery
through a cutting-edge digital platform that accelerates
the design of biologics targeting complex membrane
protein receptors such as GPCRs. 
 
By moving discovery from traditional lab-intensive assays
to the digital realm, Discovery Evolution enables drug
developers to design antibodies faster, more intelligently,
and with greater precision. 

The company's innovative approach addresses a critical bottleneck in therapeutic
development and provides partners with a powerful tool to expand the range of
targetable clinically relevant proteins.

Bio-LogX (BLX) is a VC-backed translation engine for
biological assets.

The company in-licenses molecules with functional proof-of-concept data (in-vivo
animal or human ex-vivo) and develop them through final candidate to clinical proof of
concept – always with the ambition to transform the standard of care. They focus on
complex protein-based modalities: antibodies, enzymes, fusions, engagers, degraders,
agonists, antagonists, in principle in any therapeutic area. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Vienna BioCenter Group Health Insurance

The Vienna BioCenter Association has a partnership
with an insurance company for private health insurance,
giving all employees of Vienna BioCenter members a
discounted rate. 

• 25% GROUP DISCOUNT on the Wiener Städtische/Vienna Insurance
Group MEDplus special-care class and the additional SINGLE-BED ROOM
tariff. 5% PARTNERBONUS if spouse, partner, or children (same household)
are insured as well.
 

• APPROX. 20% DISCOUNT on the MEDplus private doctor
insurance, selected as a supplement to the special-care class insurance

 
For detailed information and consultation (German or English), please contact the
insurance broker Irena Hofbauer. 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SPORTS & ACTIVITIES

Vienna BioCenter Sport & Activities is a campus-wide sports initiative to connect colleagues
through their interest and passion for sports. All employees of Vienna BioCenter members have
access to a wide range of sports activities through the program. To find out more, visit
sports.vbc.ac.at & login via your institute, organization,or company. (Follow the description
below on how to sign up).

Keep an eye out for dedicated Newsletters with updates on sports and activities.

Not registered yet? Please sign up on the website using your work email. Guidelines for employees
at UBB/CeMESS/Aithyra are available here. Guidleines for mployees at Vienna BioCenter companies
are available here. Access to Vienna BioCenter Sports & Activities will be granted after successful
approval of the registration.
 
Participation in Vienna BioCenter Sports  & Activities is generously subsidized through membership
fees of Vienna BioCenter association members. Thus, participation in most sports activities is free;
however, some courses require partial or full coverage of the costs by the participants.
 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SCIENTIFIC TRAINING

Career Spotlights - The Vienna BioCenter Alumni Podcast

In this episode, you will meet Manel, a Vienna BioCenter Alumni who worked as
Science Writer at IMBA/IMP from 2024–2026 before taking on a new challenge as
Editor for Science Communication at the St. Anna Children's Cancer Research
Institute. His key to success: being proactive, volunteering, and not being afraid to
get things started!
 
Additionally there are currently episodes featuring the following career paths: Scientific
AI Engineer, Group & Project lead & Director of drug development. 
 
“Career Spotlights” features candid talks with campus alumni about their professional
paths within and beyond academia. Get inspired by their stories and access the video
podcast series exclusively on the Vienna BioCenter Alumni Platform

RESEARCH INSTITUTES' NEWS

CeMESS

Tenure Track at CeMESS

At CeMESS, two new Tenure-Track Professors joined the University of Vienna in May
2026.
 
Megan Sørensen, supported by an ERC Starting Grant, investigates how tightly
integrated partnerships between microorganisms evolve, from early interdependence
to full cellular integration, revealing how one partner can become an organelle within
another. Learn more here
 
Clarissa Campbell explores how gut microbial metabolites influence intestinal biology
and immune function, focusing on diet-driven changes that regulate immune tolerance.
Together, their research provides key insights into fundamental evolutionary and
immunological processes shaping health, disease, and ecosystems. Learn more here

More CeMESS news

FACULTY OF LIFE SCIENCES @ UBB

Christa Schleper elected to
the Leopoldina

HFSP project for Florian Raible

Microbiologist Christa Schleper
Department of Functional and
Evolutionary Ecology) has been
elected to the German National
Academy of Sciences Leopoldina.
 
A leading expert on archaea, Schleper
made landmark discoveries on
ammonia-oxidizing archaea that
reshaped our understanding of the
nitrogen cycle, and co-discovered
Asgard Archaea, key to the evolution
of complex life.
 
She is a Wittgenstein Award recipient
and PI of the Emerging Field Project
"Crucial steps in evolution: The rise of
genome architecture".
 
Learn more

How do single cells build microscopic
structures with remarkable precision?
Florian Raible (Department of
Neuroscience and Developmental
Biology) has secured a highly
competitive Human Frontiers Science
Program (HFSP) Research Grant to
investigate exactly that.
 
Using marine bristle worms, whose
cells act like miniature 3D printers to
form intricate chitin structures, Raible
will combine microscopic tools with
mathematical modelling and
experimental manipulation to uncover
the fundamental rules of nano-scale
shape formation.
 
Learn more
 

More Faculty of Life Sciences news

GMI

2026 Mendel Early Career
Symposium Organized by the
Gregor Mendel Institute (GMI)

The GMI presented “Plant
Pigments” at the Long Night of
Research

This year, 100 international researchers
gathered for the Mendel Early Career
Symposium to share their latest findings
and forge new collaborations.
 
Featuring 16 talks, 50+ posters, and 2
keynote lectures by Emmanuelle Bayer
and Noah Whiteman, the symposium
highlighted new developments across
molecular, structural, and evolutionary
plant biology.
 
The event culminated in a celebratory
dinner at the Rathauskeller restaurant,
supported by the City of Vienna. We
thank all presenters, organizers, and
sponsors, and look forward to
continuing this tradition of fostering
scientific excellence.
 
See highlights here

At the LNF, GMI researchers
presented “Nature’s Paintbox:
Decoding the Colors of Plants” at the
ÖAW, welcoming around 3,500
guests.
 
Through hands-on experiments, the
scientists showed the “why” behind
plant colors – from natural sunscreen
to environmental signaling. Visitors
used red cabbage as a pH indicator,
explored pigment solubility, and
observed chloroplasts under the
microscope.
 
They discovered how plants harvest
energy through photosynthesis and
how pigments allow them to “read”
different wavelengths of light. Each
station linked to research at the GMI,
connecting the spectrum of plant
colors to broader questions about
climate adaptation, genetic
engineering, and light-sensing.
 
Learn more
 

More GMI news

IMBA

Elly Tanaka elected Fellow of
the Royal Society

IMBA Scientific Director Elly Tanaka
has been elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society, one of the world's most
prestigious scientific academies.
 
The honor recognizes her pioneering
contributions to regeneration research,
particularly her work uncovering the
cellular and molecular mechanisms
that enable axolotls to regenerate
complex tissues and organs.
 
Tanaka joins a distinguished
international community of scientists
whose work has made exceptional
contributions to the advancement of
science.
 
Learn more
 
 

IMBA awarded MSCA grant to
train postdocs in artificial
intelligence

IMBA has been awarded a prestigious
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions
(MSCA) COFUND grant to establish a
new postdoctoral training program
focused on artificial intelligence in the
life sciences.
 
The program will support early-career
researchers working at the interface of
biology and AI, providing advanced
training, international mobility
opportunities, and interdisciplinary
collaboration.
 
By bringing together expertise in
experimental biology and computational
methods, the initiative aims to equip the
next generation of scientists with skills
to tackle complex biological questions.
 
Learn more
 

More IMBA News

IMP

Putting the brakes on the
genome’s folding motor

Countdown Grant for Elias
Adriaenssens to study
mitochondria removal

Researchers in the Peters lab have
discovered a mechanism that
regulates cohesin, the molecular
machine responsible for organizing
DNA into loops and shaping the three-
dimensional structure of the genome.
 
Published in Molecular Cell, the study
reveals how cells control cohesin’s
activity to ensure proper genome
organization.
 
The findings provide new insight into
the fundamental processes that
govern chromosome architecture and
gene regulation.
 
Learn more

Elias Adriaenssens, postdoc in the lab
of Tim Clausen, was awarded a
research grant by the non-profit
“Countdown”.
 
The grant will allow him to study how
damaged mitochondria are removed
from cells.
 
The project adds a crucial angle to the
growing portfolio of research funded
by Countdown, which seeks to
improve the understanding of
mitochondria and their role in health
and specific diseases.
 
Learn more

More IMP news

MAX PERUTZ LABS

Net zero – using a basket
to control enzymatic activity

E-STEEM Fellowship for
Émeline Laborie to study
centrosome biophysics

Faithful chromosome segregation
during meiosis depends on the spatial
and temporal coordination of dramatic
changes in cellular and subcellular
architecture.
 
In a new study published in Cell
Reports, first author Rahel Wettstein
from the Matos lab has uncovered an
unexpected role for the nuclear pore
complex in controlling crossover
formation through regulation of
SUMOylation dynamics in yeast.
 
By linking nuclear pore basket
components to the localization of a
SUMO protease, the work reveals how
nuclear architecture shapes meiotic
recombination outcomes.
 
Learn more
 

Postdoctoral researcher Émeline
Laborie has been awarded an E-
STEEM Fellowship from the University
of Vienna and will join the
Dammermann lab in September.
 
The E-STEEM program provides
support for four years and promotes
outstanding women in STEM and
Economics.
 
Émeline will use computational
biophysics to investigate how
centrosomes and microtubules
coordinate the self-organization of the
spindle apparatus during cell division.
Her work aims to uncover the physical
principles underlying centrosome and
spindle self-organization.
 
Learn more

More Max Perutz Labs News

AITHYRA
Georg Winter elected as EMBO Member 

Georg Winter, Scientific director Life Sciences at
AITHYRA has been elected member of the European
Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO), one of the
highest honors in the life sciences.  
 
Georg Winter is internationally recognized for his
pioneering work in targeted protein degradation and
chemical biology. His research has fundamentally
advanced our understanding of how small molecules

can be used to selectively eliminate disease-causing proteins, opening new therapeutic
avenues for cancer and other diseases. Through innovative approaches at the
interface of chemistry, biology, and medicine, his laboratory has helped establish
targeted protein degradation as one of the most promising strategies in modern drug
discovery.
 

More AITHYRA News

VIENNA BIOCENTER CORE FACILITIES
VBCF ProTech Launches Protein Quality Control Service

The VBCF Protein Technologies Facility is introducing a new Protein Quality Control
(PQC) service, offering comprehensive characterization of protein samples for identity,
purity, and homogeneity.

Robust protein QC is a critical and often overlooked step in ensuring experimental
reproducibility and reliable results. Whether you are optimizing assays or finalizing
results for publication, our PQC pipelines are designed to give you confidence in your
sample when it matters most.

To get started, visit the VBCF ProTech Info Hub, download the submission form at the
bottom of the page, and drop off your sample(s) at the ProTech facility.

VBCF at SLAS European Conference & Exhibition 2026

In May, the Society for Laboratory Automation and Screening (SLAS) 2026 European
Conference & Exhibition took place in Vienna. The event annually unites the European
life sciences and laboratory technology community.
 
SLAS Europe 2026 was opened by Dr. Hemma Bauer from the Federal Ministry of
Women, Science and Research with an address that underscored the vital role of
research infrastructures like the VBCF and highlighted how initiatives across nations and
sectors are essential for driving life science research and innovation forward.
In total the conference attracted 1400+ attendees and 140+ exhibitors.
 
VBCF hosted Technology Provider Showcases at Vienna BioCenter & Vivian Lu Tan,
Managing director of VBCF, co-chaired the conference. Thank you to everyone who
joined, and visited the VBCF booth!
 

Follow VBCF on

VIENNA BIOCENTER COMPANY NEWS

EIC Transition Grant for dawn-bio

dawn-bio is beyond excited to announce that our
project OFFSPRING has been awarded the highly
competitive EIC Transition grant. With that, we are one
of just 40 projects funded out of 611 submissions
across Europe (6.5% success rate).
 
With ~€1.8M over 24 months, our project aims to
improve IVF success rates by addressing the
metabolic needs of individual embryos, shifting the
focus from selecting the best embryo to maximizing
every embryo's potential.

Epitome Therapeutics launches with €4 million in total funding

Epitome Therapeutics officially launched
with €4M in total funding to advance
CADENCE, their next-generation
epigenome editing platform for precise
and programmable control of gene
expression.

The funding includes an oversubscribed €2M pre -seed round co-led by XISTA Science
Ventures and caesar Ventures, with participation from NAVEC Investment
Management, alongside €2M in non-dilutive grant funding from Austria
Wirtschaftsservice and FFG Austrian Research Promotion Agency.

Founded in 2025 as an EMBL spin-off by Dr. Jamie Hackett and Guido Gualdoni, MD,
PhD, Epitome is developing a new therapeutic approach designed to precisely regulate
gene activity without altering the underlying DNA sequence. With this funding, they  will
advance CADENCE, expand the team and work toward the selection of our first drug
candidate

Read the full press release here

FEMS Regional COLLAB & FEBS3+ Meeting
Early Bird & Oral Abstract Deadline July 7

The 18th ÖGMBT Annual Meeting (Vienna, 14–17 September 2026, UBB/Vienna
BioCenter) is heating up in all the right ways: stellar speakers, a packed programme,
and plenty of reasons to get your registration in now that things are cooling down —
deadline-wise, at least.
 
FEMS Regional COLLAB
14–15 September 2026
organized together with the Slovenian Microbiological Society and the Croatian
Microbiological Society and brings together researchers, industry, and funding
stakeholders from across Central Europe to foster new collaborations and scientific
exchange.
 
FEBS3+ Meeting
15–17 September 2026
organized together with the Czech Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and
the Slovenian Biochemical Society spanning the full breadth of contemporary life
science research.
 
Joint Programme Day
15. September 2026
For participants, this means access to a broader network, more opportunities for
collaboration, and exposure to a wider range of scientific perspectives than at a
traditional national meeting.
 
Meet the plenary speakers

• Judith Frydman — Stanford University, USA
Topic: Protein Folding, Chaperones & Proteostasis

• Guido Kroemer — Université Paris Cité, France
Research Topic: Cell Death, Autophagy & Cancer Immunology

• Omry Koren — Bar-Ilan University, Israel
Research Topic: The Human Microbiome, Pregnancy & Behaviour

• Christa Schleper — University of Vienna, Austria
Topic: Archaea — Evolution, Ecology & the Origins of Complex Life

 
Full FEBS 3+ speaker list
 

Early Bird & Oral Abstract Deadline: July 7th - Register here

New Website: Fully Dedicated to Radiopharmaceuticals

We are pleased to announce the
relaunch of our website, a significant
milestone reflecting our strategic
focus: advancing next-generation
radioimmunotherapies in precision
oncology through our proprietary
PreTarg-it® platform.
 
www.oncoone.com

What is Pretargeting?
Pretargeted radioimmunotherapy follows a two-step approach: first, a tumor-targeting
bispecific antibody is administered, binding selectively to cancer cells before clearing
from circulation. A radiolabeled small ligand is then introduced, delivering a
concentrated dose of radiation directly to the tumor whilst sparing healthy tissue.
 
Built as a modular platform, PreTarg-it® deliberately separates tumor targeting from
radionuclide delivery, expanding the therapeutic window, supporting effective treatment
combinations, and improving outcomes for patients with hard-to-treat solid tumors.
The new website brings everything you need to know about PreTarg-it® together in
one place. We look forward to having you follow this journey with us, whether as a
partner, investor, or fellow member of the scientific community.

AI-powered Injection Site Reaction Monitoring with
Scarletred®Vision

 A first-in-human Phase I trial published in Clinical Pharmacokinetics sets a new
benchmark for injection-site reaction (ISR) assessment.
 
Conducted with the Medical University of Vienna at the AKH Vienna under Prof. Priv.-
Doz. Dr. med. univ. Markus Zeitlinger, the study evaluated the safety of subcutaneous
rhSOD and pharmacokinetics using Scarletred®Vision and its agentic AI ARORA®.
 
By combining the patented Standardized Erythema Value (SEV*) with the newly
validated Subjective User Perception of Injection (SUPI), researchers established a
holistic framework integrating image-based data with patient-reported outcomes.
 
SCARLETRED offers this methodology globally - active in over 25 clinical studies -
supporting ISR documentation and evaluation for novel injectable therapies, including
immunotherapeutics, vaccines, and oncology drugs.
 
This reinforces SCARLETRED’s leadership in AI-enabled clinical innovation in
biopharma and digital health.

Read more here

VALANX Biotech GmbH marks important progress in its
transition toward clinical development.

A €3 million financing round, backed by new and
existing investors including FUJIFILM and Foundation
Fournier-Majoie, supports advancement of the lead
LIV-1-targeting ADC candidate (VLX-ADC-001) for
metastatic triple-negative breast cancer built with

VALANX' proprietary GoldenSite™ technology. Key preclinical milestones and
candidate selection are expected in 2026. Learn more

In parallel, the company has strengthened its leadership and scientific capabilities
through the appointment of an experienced Board of Directors and a Scientific Advisory
Board. These additions bring deep expertise in ADC development, manufacturing, and
clinical strategy, supporting the advancement of the GoldenSite™ conjugation platform
toward GMP readiness and expansion of VALANX’s therapeutic pipeline. Learn more

EVENTS

Symposia & Events at Vienna BioCenter

European Symposium on Single Cell Proteomics (ESCP)

The Research Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP) will host the European
Symposium on Single Cell Proteomics (ESCP) for the 7th time, from September 1st –
3rd 2026.
 
Additionally, on September 4th -5th the institute will host the scverse x single-cell
proteomics 2026 hackathon at the Vienna Biocenter.
 
Deadline for registration: August 18th 2026
(subject to change on short notice if capacity is reached)
 
September 1-3., 2026
Vienna BioCenter (GMI/IMP, Campus Vienna Biocenter 1)

Register here

53rd European Muscle Conference

The European Muscle Conference 2026 is hosted by the University of Vienna and
will take place University of Vienna Biology Building (UBB).) at Vienna BioCenter this
fall.
 
The scientific programme will cover a broad spectrum of muscle research, ranging from
molecular structure to whole body physiology and pathophysiology, with a particular
focus on current advances and future directions in the field. 
 
September 6-9, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (UBB, Djerassiplatz 1)

Learn more and Register here

ÖGMBT Annual Meeting 2026
FEMS Regional COLLAB & FEBS3+ Meeting

 
The ÖGMBT Annual meeting 2026 will bring together scientists, innovators, industry
representatives, and young researchers from across Austria and Central Europe for an
interdisciplinary exchange spanning microbiology, biotechnology, molecular bio
sciences, medicine, sustainability, AI in biology, metabolism, precision medicine, bio
engineering, and many other emerging fields.

Why participate?
• Connect with researchers, industry, and funding stakeholders
• Discover new collaboration opportunities and future project partners
• Present your research and expertise
• Engage in highly interactive networking and discussion formats
• Explore cutting-edge scientific developments across the life sciences

For both meeting formats, distinguished speakers, panelists, and scientific contributors
have already been confirmed and are now available on the meeting website.
 
 
September 14-17, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (UBB, Djerassiplatz 1)

Register here

Vienna BioCenter PhD Symposium 2026

This year's  symposium is titled "A Trail of Twists and Turns; non-linear paths to
discovery" and will celebrate the authentic journey of discovery, highlighting the
curiosity, persistence, and serendipity that shape real-world problem-solving.
 
Science and creativity rarely follow a straight line. Breakthroughs often emerge from
unexpected detours, dead ends, and iterative exploration that never make it into the
polished narrative of published work. By embracing the non-linear nature of research,
we aim to inspire a richer understanding of how ideas evolve and discoveries truly
happen
 
November 4-6, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (Campus Vienna BioCenter 1)

Learn more and Register here

WORKING AT VIENNA BIOCENTER

FOOD TRUCKS AT VIENNA BIOCENTER
Five different food trucks expand the culinary offerings on Vienna BioCenter campus.
You can choose from daily changing, varied options. Already found your favorite?

Monday:
Pastaheld 11:00-14:00 (Karl Farkas Gasse 19, Marx Halle)
 
Tuesday:
The Burgery 11:30-14:00 (Karl Farkas Gasse 19, Marx Halle)

Wednesday:
Wrapstars 11:30-14:00 (Helmut Qualtinger Gasse, Marxbox)
aenea Greek food 11:00-13:00 (Karl Farkas Gasse 19, Marx Halle)
 
Thursday:
Vietnam Deli 11:00-14:00 (Karl Farkas Gasse 19, Marx Halle)
 

Follow Vienna BioCenter on

We are also on BlueSky
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