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FWF Emerging Fields Grants awarded to
Vienna BioCenter Researchers

Three new Research Consortia including researchers from four institutions affiliated to
the Vienna BioCenter have been awarded with FWF Emerging Field Grants.
 
Elif Karagöz, Group leader at the Max Perutz Labs Vienna will coordinate the
prestigious FWF Emerging Fields consortium project ‘Translating the Ribosome
Code of Pediatric Cancers’. The initiative brings together researchers from leading
Vienna-based institutions, combining expertise that spans basic, translational, and
patient-focused research. The collaborative project aims to uncover how ribosomes
regulate protein production in childhood cancers and to explore whether this hidden
layer of gene regulation can be harnessed to develop novel therapeutic strategies.
 
GEMINI – Germline’s Molecular Interactions at Nanoscale Imaging is a multi-
institutional project investigating how germ cells safeguard and pass on genetic
information across generations. It is coordinated by Andrea Pauli (IMP) and the
consortium includes Julius Brennecke (IMBA), David Haselbach (IMP), Sven
Klumpe (IMP/IMBA) and Anđela Šarić (ISTA). Together, the teams will combine
advanced cryo-electron tomography with genome editing and computational image
analysis to visualize how germ cells defend their genomes, reorganize DNA during
sperm formation, and enable fertilization.
 
Barbara Klump, Christoph Völter and Mark Christopher O’Hara from
the Department of Behavioural and Cognitive Biology at the Faculty of Life
Sciences at Vienna BioCenter are co-investigators of the emerging field
of "Comparative Ecological Innovation Styles", coordinated by Alice Auersberg
from the University of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna. The researchers involved are
investigating how different body structures, ecological niches, and cognitive abilities
shape the emergence of new behaviours.
 
Read more here

FWF PI Grants awarded to
Vienna BioCenter Researchers

Two new FWF ESPRIT
Fellows on Campus

The Austrian Science Fund (FWF) has
awarded funding to four Principal
Investigator Projects by researchers at
Vienna BioCenter.
 
Congratulations to Manuel Matzinger,
deputy head of the Proteomics
Technology Hub (IMP/IMBA/GMI),
Kyojiro Ikeda, Department of
Neurosciences and Developmental
Biology (University of Vienna), Pavel
Kovarik and Jonas Ries, both
representing the Max Perutz Labs
Vienna.
 
Read more about their work here

Congratulations to Thomas
Macgillavry, Department of
Behavioral and Cognitive Biology
(Faculty of Life Sciences, University of
Vienna) and Zach Marin, Max Perutz
Labs Vienna on receiving a FWF 
ESPRIT Fellowship.
 
The FWF ESPRIT Fellowship 
supports outstanding early-career
postdoctoral researchers across all
disciplines in conducting independent
research in Austria.
 
 
Read more about their work here

Stay up to date! Follow Vienna BioCenter on LinkedIn and check out the News
Section on the Website to stay informed between the newsletters.

VIENNA BIOCENTER ASSOCIATION
NEW MEMBERS

Elaris is an Austrian biotechnology company focused
on developing next-generation bacterial vaccines for
aging and vulnerable populations with high unmet
medical need.

The company’s lead program targets Clostridioides difficile, a serious hospital-acquired
infection, with a prevention-focused vaccine approach designed to broaden protection
and help reduce recurrence, hospitalizations, antibiotic use, and antimicrobial
resistance.

VALANX Biotech is an Austrian biotechnology company
developing next‑generation antibody–drug conjugates
(ADCs) for cancer therapy.

Its proprietary GoldenSite™ platform enables precise, site‑specific attachment of
cytotoxic payloads to antibodies, reducing off‑target toxicity and improving the
therapeutic window of ADCs.VALANX applies this technology to build both
best‑in‑class ADC candidates and first‑in‑class therapeutic assets, while also
partnering with pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies through platform
licensing and development collaborations. The company was founded as a university
spin‑out and is based in Vienna, where it combines advanced protein engineering with
translational drug development.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Vienna BioCenter International Welcome Office

The Vienna BioCenter International Welcome Office is dedicated to supporting
international employees, especially new hires relocating to Austria. The Welcome
Office website offers relevant information to support the transition to a new country &
culture: welcome.vbc.ac.at
 
The first point of contact should always be with your employer/HR. Additionally, the
Welcome Office offers support and information on arrival, visa & residence permits,
housing, health & mobility as well as life in Vienna in general. Feel free to reach out
to  welcome@viennabiocenter.org. Feedback and input are highly appreciated.

Vienna BioCenter Group Health Insurance

The Vienna BioCenter Association has a partnership
with an insurance company for private health insurance,
giving all employees of Vienna BioCenter members a
discounted rate. 

• 25% GROUP DISCOUNT on the Wiener Städtische/Vienna Insurance
Group MEDplus special-care class and the additional SINGLE-BED ROOM
tariff. 5% PARTNERBONUS if spouse, partner, or children (same household)
are insured as well.
 

• APPROX. 20% DISCOUNT on the MEDplus private doctor
insurance, selected as a supplement to the special-care class insurance

 
For detailed information and consultation (German or English), please contact the
insurance broker Irena Hofbauer. 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SPORTS & ACTIVITIES

Vienna BioCenter Sport & Activities is a campus-wide sports initiative to connect colleagues
through their interest and passion for sports. All employees of Vienna BioCenter members have
access to a wide range of sports activities through the program. To find out more, visit
sports.vbc.ac.at & login via your institute, organization,
or company. (Follow the description below on how to sign up).

LATIN DANCE & FREESTYLE DANCE have new courses & cycles starting in April/May:
Vienna BioCenter Sports | Latin Dance 
Vienna BioCenter Sports | Freestyle Dance
 
The BASKETBALL Club will pick up once the weather allows it.
Vienna BioCenter Sports | Basketball
 
The BEACHVOLLEYBALL season kicks of on April 6th.
Vienna BioCenter Sports | Beachvolleyball
 
...and many more! Check out the website for an overview.
 
Keep an eye out for dedicated Newsletters with updates on sports and activities.

Not registered yet? Please sign up on the website using your work email. Guidelines for employees
at UBB/CeMESS/Aithyra are available here. Guidleines for mployees at Vienna BioCenter companies
are available here. Access to Vienna BioCenter Sports & Activities will be granted after successful
approval of the registration.
 
Participation in Vienna BioCenter Sports  & Activities is generously subsidized through membership
fees of Vienna BioCenter association members. Thus, participation in most sports activities is free;
however, some courses require partial or full coverage of the costs by the participants.
 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SCIENTIFIC TRAINING

A new episode of “Career Spotlights” is online!

Join us as we dive into the journey of Alum Philipp Trepte and his dual role as Director
of Drug Development and Managing Director. After four years as a PostDoc at the
Vienna BioCenter, Philipp successfully transitioned to the private sector, where he now
balances basic research with corporate leadership. His story is a powerful example of
how being proactive, paired with a touch of luck, can spark rewarding career shifts.
 
“Career Spotlights” features candid talks with campus alumni about their professional
paths within and beyond academia. Get inspired by their stories and access the video
podcast series exclusively on the Vienna BioCenter Alumni Platform!

RESEARCH INSTITUTES' NEWS

CeMESS

Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Postdoctoral Fellowship
awarded to Yujia Luo

Yujia Luo (TER) received a highly
competitive Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Postdoctoral Fellowship for her project
“Tracing microbial carbon allocation
to growth and survival strategies in
soil”.
 
During her fellowship, she will focus on
investigating in situ microbial carbon
allocation patterns and how they shift
under environmental stress (e.g.,
drought and heat) and adapt to long-
term climate change (e.g., recurrent
drought and sustained warming).
 
 
Learn more

Matthias Horn elected Fellow of
the European Academy of
Microbiology

CeMESS professor Matthias Horn
(DOME) has been elected a Fellow of the
European Academy of Microbiology
(EAM).
 
Election to the EAM Fellowship
recognizes outstanding scientific
achievement and leadership in
microbiology, with Fellows selected
through a rigorous nomination and
evaluation process by existing members.
In the latest cohort, EAM welcomed 95
new Fellows to a community of over 200
leading microbiologists from across
Europe and beyond.
 
Learn more
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More CeMESS news

FACULTY OF LIFE SCIENCES @ UBB

Welcome Frank Melzner –
Professorship of Marine Biology

Laboratory Plastic Recycling:
Symposium on Sustainable
Research at Uni Wien & beyond

The Faculty of Life Sciences
welcomes Frank Melzner
(Department of Functional and
Evolutionary Ecology) as Professor
of Marine Biology.
 
His research examines how climate
change is reshaping European coastal
ecosystems. Combining ecological,
physiological, and evolutionary
approaches, he studies how quickly
key species adapt and how new
communities emerge.
 
His team conducts field studies and
mesocosm experiments to better
understand species adaptation under
complex, real-world interactions and
support effective protection of coastal
ecosystems.
 
Learn more

On 24 February 2026, over 100
participants gathered at UBB to
discuss sustainability challenges in
research, with a particular focus on
laboratory plastic. Sustainability
officers, waste managers and
scientists from the University of
Vienna, Vienna BioCenter and beyond
explored practical solutions,
institutional frameworks and systemic
change.
 
The symposium showed lab plastic
recycling is feasible and scalable, but
requires changes in suppliers,
procurement and lab practices.
Coordinated action across disciplines
is essential, and networks and
certification tools are key to advancing
lab sustainability.
 
Learn more

More Faculty of Life Sciences news

GMI

Jia He Joins the GMI as Group
Leader in June 2026 

Manon Demulder Joins the GMI
as Group Leader in September
2026 

Jia He is currently a Postdoctoral
Researcher at Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory and will join the GMI as a
group leader in June 2026.
 
His research focuses on how organisms
coordinate rapid, yet highly
precise development of morphological
novelty, or morphogenesis, at the
molecular and cellular levels. Using
genomics and transcriptomics, his
group will investigate Inflated Calyx
Syndrome (ICS) in Physalis – the
phenomenon by which the sepals
undergo rapid growth during
development, leading to the formation of
papery husks. 
 
Jia’s group strengthens the GMI’s
fundamental research in plant
developmental biology. He is recruiting
PhD students in the open call at the
Vienna BioCenter.
 
Learn more

Manon Demulder is currently a
Postdoctoral Researcher at the 
Biozentrum Basel and will join the
GMI as a group leader in September
2026. 
 
Her research focuses on structural
biology of the pyrenoid, an important
compartment of the chloroplast critical
for CO2 fixation efficiency, using
diatoms and other tractable
photosynthetic model organisms.
Applying a combination of cryo-
electron tomography, advanced light
microscopy, and environmental
sampling, the lab addresses how cells
evolve new organelles and reorganize
essential biochemical reactions.
 
She is recruiting PhD students in the
open call at the Vienna BioCenter.  
 
Learn more
 

More GMI news

IMBA

Daan de Groot to start research
group at IMBA

Computational biologist Daan de
Groot, currently a postdoctoral
researcher at the Biozentrum Basel,
Switzerland, will join IMBA as group
leader in June of 2026.
 
The de Groot lab will study how cells
define their fate during embryonic
development—a research area with
broad implications for both
fundamental biology and biomedical
applications.
 
Learn more
 
 

Axolotl muscle stem cells reveal
distinct regeneration strategies

Researchers from the Tanaka lab with
collaborators discovered how different
populations of muscle stem cells
contribute to the remarkable
regenerative abilities of axolotls.
 
The study shows that distinct stem cell
types adopt different strategies during
regeneration, helping rebuild damaged
muscle tissue after injury. The findings
provide new insight into how stem cells
coordinate tissue repair in highly
regenerative organisms.
 
Learn more
 

More IMBA News

IMP

Studying immune cell fate
inside the body with CRISPR

New grant supports open-source
software for focused ion beam
microscopy

Researchers at the IMP have
developed a CRISPR-based approach
to study how immune cells make fate
decisions directly inside living mice.
 
The method enables scientists to
record gene activity and lineage
history within cells as they develop in
their natural environment.
 
By combining genome editing with
lineage tracing, the team provides a
powerful new tool to investigate how
immune responses are formed and
regulated in vivo, opening new
avenues to understand the dynamics
of the immune system.
 
Learn more

A new grant will support the
development of open-source software
for focused ion beam scanning
electron microscopy (FIB-SEM), an
advanced imaging technology used to
visualize cells and tissues in three
dimensions at nanometer resolution.
 
The project aims to improve
accessibility and reproducibility in
high-resolution microscopy by
providing the scientific community with
freely available tools for data
acquisition and analysis, helping
researchers worldwide generate and
interpret complex 3D imaging
datasets.
 
Learn more

More IMP news

MAX PERUTZ LABS

The Perutz welcomes new group leader Danny Nedialkova

Danny Nedialkova will launch her lab
at the Max Perutz Labs this April.
Danny joins the Perutz from the
Technical University of Munich (TUM)
and the Max Planck Institute of
Biochemistry in Martinsried, where
she has been leading a research
group focused on the ‘Mechanisms of
Protein Biogenesis’ since 2017.

With her internationally recognized expertise in RNA biology and translation regulation,
she strengthens the institute’s research focus on the fundamental mechanisms
controlling cellular physiology and their perturbation in disease settings.
 
Learn more

Rethinking stem cell culture Traffic control at the
molecular scale

Studying the earliest stages of human
development depends on stem cell
models that are both biologically
faithful and technically practicable.
 
In a new study published in EMBO
Journal, PhD student Michael
Oberhuemer (Leeb lab) reports a
simpler way to culture human naïve
pluripotent stem cells – without relying
on mouse feeder cells.
 
By replacing these animal-derived
support cells with a serum-based
substrate and validating the approach
together with multiple European
collaborators, the team delivers a
scalable and developmentally
accurate culture system that lowers
the barriers to human stem cell
research.
 
Learn more
 

During protein synthesis, ribosomes
stall when they encounter damaged
mRNA or when cells are depleted of
essential factors. Unresolved, stalled
ribosomes have the potential to create
harmful traffic jams inside the cell.
 
A new study from the Karagöz lab,
published in EMBO Journal, reveals
how ribosome-associated quality
control and UFMylation machinery
cooperate to resolve stalled ribosomes
at the endoplasmic reticulum (ER).
 
By uncovering the mechanistic
interplay between these pathways, the
researchers explain how cells
overcome the physical constraints
imposed by membrane-associated
translation. Their findings provide an
important link between ER
proteostasis and ribosome rescue
mechanisms.
 
Learn more

More Max Perutz Labs News

VIENNA BIOCENTER CORE FACILITIES

SLAS Technology Showcase
at Vienna BioCenter

Launch of new VBCF
Innovation Unit

As Co-chair of the Society for
Laboratory Automation and Screening
(SLAS) 2026 European Conference and
Exhibition, VBCF is proud to host
a Technology Showcase on May
19th 2026.
 
This extra event will bring together
researchers, technologists, and
pharmacists for a series of dynamic
presentations featuring the
VBCF, Vienna BioCenter biotech
companies, and CeMM.
 
Following the pitches and networking
sessions, guests will be invited for an
exclusive "behind-the-scenes" look at
the operations of the Electron
Microscopy, Proteomics & Next-
Generation Sequencing facilities. Some
guests will also have the opportunity to
visit the compound screening platform
at CeMM. 
 
We look forward to showcasing the
technical expertise and infrastructure
that drive innovation across our
campus and Vienna.
 
If you are attending the SLAS
2026 exhibition, don't forget to say hi to
the VBCF at stand 903! 
 

The Vienna BioCenter Core Facilities
(VBCF) is happy to announce the
launch of the Innovation Unit at VBCF.
 
This new initiative is designed to
coordinate and spearhead projects
across our core facilities, focusing on
the advancement and adoption of
cutting-edge technologies and
methodologies that align with the
scientific goals of our campus and that
can transfer to new service provisions.
 
The Innovation Unit helps ensure that
our scientific services remain a world-
class research infrastructure, both
within Austria and on the international
stage.
 
By fostering continuous improvement
and technical excellence, we are
committed to providing the campus
with the tools necessary to stay at the
forefront of life science research.

Follow VBCF on

VIENNA BIOCENTER COMPANY NEWS

Elaris has secured an exclusive global license from Valneva for technology related to
Valneva’s Clostridioides difficile vaccine candidate, VLA84. The agreement strengthens
Elaris’ IP position and supports the advancement of its lead vaccine program, which
aims to broaden protection against C. difficile infection through additional proprietary
components.
 
With no approved prophylactic vaccine currently available for CDI, the program
addresses a major unmet medical need. Elaris plans to advance the candidate through
IND-enabling development, with the goal of initiating clinical studies around 2027.
 
Learn more

Eveliqure and Serum Institute of India Announce Strategic
Collaboration on the Development of Anti-Diarrhoeal Vaccines

Eveliqure has entered into a strategic collaboration and licence agreement with Serum
Institute of India (SII) for the development, manufacturing and commercialisation of
ShigETEC for paediatric populations.

ShigETEC is Eveliqure's proprietary oral live attenuated vaccine targeting Shigella and
enterotoxigenic E. coli (ETEC), two of the major pathogens causing diarrhoeal
diseases.

The combination of Eveliqure's innovative vaccine platform with SII’s global
development and commercial expertise, together with its leading position in paediatric
vaccines, provides a strong foundation for delivering novel vaccines capable of
meaningfully reducing the global burden of diarrhoeal diseases.
 
Learn more

High-Content CRISPR Screening Conference 2026

On March 18 and 19, Myllia brought together the global CRISPR screening community
for an exciting conference in Vienna.
 
With almost 300 attendees, the event covered single-cell CRISPR screens, screening
in primary cells and organoids, analytical methods, and AI models of human cells. A
key strength of the conference was its ability to connect the wet lab and computational
communities, fostering valuable interdisciplinary exchange.
 
Following the success of this year’s meeting, Myllia is now considering establishing the
conference as a recurring event.
 
Photo credit: Hannah Strobl

Valanx Biotech secures €3 million to advance LIV-1 ADC for
metastatic triple-negative breast cancer

VALANX Biotech (VALANX), a biotech company developing a technology for site-
selectable, site-specific protein conjugation, announced it has secured €3 million to
advance its lead antibody-drug conjugate (ADC) program. The round includes
Foundation Fournier-Majoie and FUJIFILM Corporation as new investors, joining
existing VC investors xista science ventures, tecnet equity, SOSV and angel investors
Urs Spitz and SkyGene.
 
Learn more 

UniStem Day at Vienna
Open Lab

Spring Special at the Vienna
Open Lab  

This year’s UniStem Day was a great
success for the Vienna Open Lab and
Open Science. 175 students attended
the lecture on stem cells, while
additionally 80 participants joined
online. Afterward, selected school
classes were given the unique
possibility to look behind the scenes
during a tour of the IMBA Lab facilities
and later gain hands-on experience by
splitting cells themselves.
 
Visit our website to read the full
article about the UniStem Day.

This spring the Vienna Open Lab will
offer a seasonal special: In line with
this season, we’ll be bringing seeds to
sprout and make chestnuts glow.
 
Until the end of April, can register
your children for the Spring Special
course.
 
Check the Vienna Open Lab program
for available course dates for
individual visitors or families!

Photo credit: Adam Cooper Photo credit: Philipp Hartberger

New location marks milestone of QUANTRO Therapeutics

QUANTRO Therapeutics is pleased to announce that it has relocated as of January
2026 from the Startup Hub in VBC6/Dr-Bohr-Gasse to its new premises on campus at
Helmut-Qualtinger-Gasse 2, 1030 Vienna.
 
The move marks a significant milestone in QUANTRO’s scientific and business
development and reflects our continued growth through collaborative achievements
within the Vienna BioCenter community and beyond. We extend our heartfelt thanks to
the Wirtschaftsagentur Wien, VBC6, and Philipp Hainzl from LISAvienna for their
generous support and warm hospitality over the past six years.

EVENTS

Symposia & Events at Vienna BioCenter

Mendel Early Career Symposium

The “Mendel Early Career Symposium” intends to create a venue for early career
researchers to share their findings and network with peers in a friendly environment.
 
This two-day in-person event, will bring together PhD students, postdocs, and junior
group leaders/assistant professors to discuss the latest discoveries in all areas of plant
science. Additionally, this year’s symposium will feature a special workshop led by
Matthias Vorländer (IMP) on ChimeraX and AlphaFold as part of the “How-do-you-do-
it?” series.
 
The registration deadline has been extended to April 12th!
 
May 21–22, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (GMI/IMP, Campus Vienna Biocenter 1)

Register here

Microsymposium on RNA Biology 2026

The „Microsymposium on RNA Biology“ is an international conference that brings
together young scientists, junior and senior group leaders, and company
representatives from all over the world to present and discuss their latest findings in
the exciting field of small RNAs and beyond.
 
The Microsymposium was founded in 2005 and has established itself as the
major small RNA meeting in Europe. It is organized by the four research
institutions IMBA, IMP, GMI, and the Max Perutz Labs, as well as by the RNA
community of the Vienna BioCenter. 
 
June 17-19, 2026
Vienna BioCenter (IMP, Campus Vienna BioCenter 1)

Learn more and Register here

Events by and with Vienna BioCenter Members

Raritätenbörse - Rare Plant Fair

The Gregor Mendel Institute will take part in the Rare Plant Fair
(Raritätenbörse) at the Botanical Garden of the University of Vienna. 
 
Come by and take part in a hands-on workshop on plant pigments, and learn more
about the updates to the Botanic Quest scavenger game. New teaching materials on
biodiversity will be launched in collaboration with the Botanical Garden. 
 
Learn more here
 
April 17, 2026
Botanical Garden of the University of Vienna

Lange Nacht der Forschung - Long Night of Research 

The Long Night of Research is back and Vienna
BioCenter is part of it.
 
The event takes place all over Austria and offers an
opportunity to showcase the scientific work
accomplished on campus and share our passion for
science with the general public.

​​​Several institutes and companies affiliated to Vienna BioCenter are taking part on
different locations in Vienna.
 
Full program can be found on the website of Lange Nacht der Forschung
 
April 24, 2026
Vienna BioCenter & Campus Akademie (ÖAW) 

The annual international meeting in Vienna aims to bring together scholars from
various fields studying ubiquitin/Ubl biology and protein degradation in a personal,
family-like atmosphere, as suggested by the name.
 
The upcoming symposium will cover current research, challenges, and advances in
Ub/Ubl biology. Topics include structural insights into molecular machines involved in
proteostasis, chemical and proteomic approaches for studying the Ub system and Ub
signaling, as well as various biological pathways such as autophagy, protein quality
control, and proteostasis during stress, ageing, and diseases.
 
April 29-30, 2026
Van Swieten Hall, 1010, Vienna 

Learn more and register here

Life Science Career Fair by ÖGMBT

Whether you are a participant or an exhibitor you are invited to be part of Austria's
biggest Life Sciences Career Fair.
 
May 13, 2026
FH Campus Wien, Vienna 

Learn more here

WORKING AT VIENNA BIOCENTER

FOOD TRUCKS AT VIENNA BIOCENTER
Five different food trucks expand the culinary offerings on Vienna BioCenter campus.
You can choose from daily changing, varied options. Already found your favorite?
 
Food trucks stop at the Vienna Biocenter Campus daily (Mon to Thu from 11 am to 2
pm) in front of the Globe Wien (at the corner of Karl-Farkas-Gasse and Maria-Jacobi-
Gasse). The Wrap Stars food truck stops in front of the Marxbox.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Follow Vienna BioCenter on

We are also on BlueSky
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