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VBC NEWS

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS AT VIENNA BIOCENTER
The Vienna BioCenter was honored by several notable visits during the last weeks.
Top left: The Institute of Molecular Biotechnology Austria (IMBA) was delighted to host
Tae-Seog Oh, Vice Minister of Science and ICT of The Republic of Korea. As IMBA
nears its 20 year anniversary, the delegation came here to learn about the foundations of
its success.
Top right: The Vienna BioCenter welcomed an Israeli delegation of Maya Karmely
Sommer, Deputy Chief of Mission, Dr. Ami Appelbaum and Dr. Einat Magal, both
from the Israel Innovation Authority. The visitors received a general introduction to the
VBC Campus, learned about the translational research at Quantro TX, and visited the
cutting-edge research infrastructure of VBCF.
Bottom left: IMBA welcomed Prof. Heinz Faßmann on his first visit in his function as
President of the Austrian Academy of Sciences. During lab visits, President Faßmann
met several IMBA group leaders, including Daniel Gerlich, Sasha Mendjan, and Joanna
Jachowicz, the most recent addition to IMBA’s faculty. Two IMBA Early Career
Researchers, Clara Schmidt and Caelan Bell discussed their research on human
cardioids and chromosome biology with President Faßmann.
Bottom right: As a conclusion of their Biology studies, a group of Master students from
École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) visited the VBC Campus. EPFL is
among the most prestigious universities in the world for its education and research quality.
After an introduction to the sustainability efforts on campus and the VBC Ph.D. program,
researchers of Proxygen and Lexogen, two VBC biotech companies, presented their work
to the students.
All visitors were impressed with the professionalism and interdisciplinarity of research at
the VBC Campus. The wide range of expertise and cutting-edge infrastructure provide a
remarkable locational advantage to all researchers. The visitors emphasized their
enthusiasm about the rapidly growing biotech scene and the close ties between academia
and industry on campus.
A big thank you to everybody involved who made these visits a success, thereby
shaping the profile of the Vienna BioCenter as one of the top life science research
centers in Europe!

VBC ASSOCIATION
The VBC Association is very happy to offer the following fringe
benefits to all employees of VBC members.
CORPLIFE BENEFITS
Via the CorpLife platform, all employees
of VBC members have access to special
offers and discounts. Get your benefits
and don't miss the special Birthday
campaign - with even more deals and
exclusive discounts.

GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE
All employees of VBC members and their
family members have access to this
private health insurance. 25% group
discount and 5% family bonus apply.
Additional rates apply until Dec 2022. For
more info, contact the insurance broker,
Mrs Hofbauer.

VBC WEBSITE UPDATES
We are happy to announce that parts of the VBC Homepage have been updated to include
information about our new neighbours at the University of Vienna Biology Building!
The VBC Virtual Tour has been
updated to include the UBB. Six new
images (incl. four 360° panoramas)
give insights into the building and
infrastructure. Check it out!
The list of Research Areas on VBC
Campus has been extended by two
areas for the Faculty of Life Sciences
at UBB - Anthropogenic Evolution
and Cognitive and Behavioral
Biology. Find out more!
Likewise, the list of Research Groups
has been updated to include the
colleagues from the Faculty of Life
Sciences at UBB. Click here to read
more about their research and recent
publications!

Please note that the download section of the VBC website has been updated too. VBC
Info sheet, slide deck, summary slides and the campus map now include information
on the UBB. The open positions overview now also features job offers at the Faculty of
Life Sciences and the Centre for Microbiology and Environmental Systems Science
(CMESS) at UBB.
Stay tuned for more updates that will incorporate information on our colleagues at
CMESS, and a new design of the education section to include all studies and training
available at the University of Vienna.

SPORTS INITIATIVES ON VBC CAMPUS

VBC TENNIS
CLUB

FLAMENCO/
DANCING

OUTDOOR
TRAINING

Come to dance, have a
good time and laugh
while learning to move
your feet and hips to the
beat of good music! All
levels welcome!

Functional training with
your own bodyweight to
improve your general
fitness, back health,
strength and mobility. All
fitness levels welcome.

Socialize with your fellow
colleagues and share
your passion for tennis.
All levels are welcome
from beginners to pros
with sessions being alllevel friendly.

To learn more about the full range of sports activities offered through VBC Sports, to
get in contact with the organizers and sign up for courses, visit sports.vbc.ac.at.

SOCIAL INITIATIVES ON VBC CAMPUS
VBC MUSIC MATCH
This initiative aims at building a sustainable network of
singers, instrumentalists and music enthusiasts on VBC
Campus. Click here for instructions on how to register
for VBC Music Match if you work at UBB. If you work at
one of the VBC companies, write an email to VBC office.
Log in here!

VBC PARENTS
At the initiative of the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion group
on VBC Campus, we set up a maling list for parents and
parents-to-be to share knowledge and useful information
regarding children's matters. Contact Andrea Sasse to join
the VBC parents mailing list.

CLIMATE INITIATIVE ON VBC CAMPUS
The Climate@MaxPerutzLabs and the Environmental Protection Committee at IMP,
IMBA, GMI and VBCF are committed to help tackle the climate crisis by reducing the
environmental footprint of the Vienna BioCenter research institutes. By informing
employees and students, and by testing sustainable research solutions, they aim to
make research as climate friendly as possible and to motivate all employees to
become more energy efficient, reduce waste, and cut emissions associated with
transport.

Fridays of Future presentation of the Climate Initiative
On Sept 23rd, the Climate Initiative on
VBC Campus joined the world-wide
climate strike by Fridays For Future.
Supporting their fight against the climate
crisis, Jeroen Dobbelaere and his team
presented how research labs can
become more sustainable by reducing
single-use plastic waste, cutting
emissions from international air travel
and increasing energy-efficiency in dayto-day work.

Vienna BioCenter Climate Lecture series
The VBC Lecture will restart on Nov 22nd, 2022 with a
presentation by Gerhard Ottacher from the Vienna
Climate Lab. The Climate Inititative is looking for
suggestions for who to invite and help to find new ways
to make research fit for the future. Previous talks can be
watched on their Youtube channel. Suggestions for this
autumn can be sent to the Climate Group.

Climate@MaxPerutzLabs
Youtube channel

If you want to join campus initiatives, if you have ideas for future actions, or if you want
to help organize a seminar, get in touch. We are looking to harmonize our efforts and are
recruiting volunteers across campus.
Contact Jeroen Dobbelaere for more information.

VBC SCIENTIFIC TRAINING
Vienna BioCenter Summer School 2022
The Vienna BioCenter Summer School took place from the beginning of July until the
end of August with 22 fellows taking part from various universities throughout the
world.
There were a number of social activities throughout the summer with the highlight
being a retreat at Prein near the Rax. The retreat gave the students an opportunity to
get to know each other better and discuss their projects in short chalk talks.
Group leaders from all the institutes (IMP, IMBA, GMI, Max Perutz Labs and CeMM)
gave lectures each Thursday evening highlighting their areas of research. One of the
Thursday sessions was also hosted by the PhD student and Post Doc reps in which
they answered general questions about PhD studies and challenges in science.
The annual symposium was held on 31 August with each of the fellows presenting their
work in the form of a short talks which was attended by members of the hosting groups
and other visitors. We were happy to see that a strong community was established
amongst the visiting students and they thoroughly enjoyed their time at the VBC and
respective institutes.
Thanks go to the group leaders and students that hosted the fellows and a special
thanks to the dean of the program, Andi Pauli, who organized many aspects of the
school with her usual enthusiasm.

RESEARCH INSTITUTES' NEWS
CMESS

Defensive symbiosis against
giant viruses

ERC Starting Grant for Anouk
Willemsen

Chlamydia protect protozoa from deadly

Anouk Willemsen, virologist at CMESS,

viral infections: This is shown by a study
recently published in PNAS. An

receives an ERC Starting Grant for her
research on the ecology and evolution of

international team around Patrick Arthofer
and Matthias Horn, members of our

giant viruses. In her project CHIMERA,
she will combine laboratory experiments

Division of Microbial Ecology, has
investigated the role of bacterial symbionts

and bioinformatic approaches to better
understand how giant viruses have

of free-living amoebae in the
establishment of infections with giant

obtained their complex genomes by
specifically focusing on mobile genetic

viruses.

elements.
More CMESS news

FACULTY OF LIFE SCIENCES @ UBB

Optical longitudinal section of a sea anemone with nanos1transgenic neuronal cells (red) in both cell layers. Muscles are
stained green, cell nuclei in blue. (C: Andreas Denner)

Main view of the Bronze Age Karashamb Necropolis. The study
includes 26 individuals from the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages of
this site. (© Pavel Avetsiyan, Varduhi)

Highly conserved genes ensure
lifelong differentiation of neurons
and glandular cells in sea
anemones

The Southern Arc and its lively
genetic history

The genetic fingerprint of the sea
anemone Nematostella vectensis
shows that the members of this
evolutionarily very old animal phylum
use the same gene cascades for the
differentiation of neuronal cell types as
more complex organisms. These
genes are also responsible for the
balance of all cells in the organism
throughout the anemone’s life. The
results were published by a team of
developmental biologists led by Ulrich
Technau in Cell Reports.

A large-scale paleogenetic study of
ancient populations from cultures and
civilizations from western Asia and
Southern Europe from the early
Copper Age until the late middle ages
reveals insights on migration patterns,
genetics and interactions between the
earliest farmer groups, and the origins
and spread of Indo-European
languages. The study, co-led by Ron
Pinhasi, was published in a trio of
research papers in Science.

More Faculty of Life Sciences news

GMI

When mothers shut down the
fathers’ genes

Happy birthday, Gregor Mendel!

In humans, and many other species,
both genes inherited from the mother
and from the father influence how
embryos develop. In the liverwort
Marchantia polymorpha, however, the
mother has total control, as
researchers from the Berger lab at
GMI now uncovered. In a study
published in eLife, the researchers
show that the “mother plant“
completely inactivates the paternal
genes in its embryos to ensure they
develop properly.

GMI celebrated Gregor Mendel‘s
bicentennial with a series of events,
including a lecture by Nobel
laureate Sir Paul Nurse. In his talk,
geneticist and cell biologist Sir Paul
Nurse, Director of The Francis Crick
Institute, sought to answer a
fundamental question in biology:
“What is life?”

More GMI news

IMBA

Successful chromosome packing
by chromatin compaction

IMBA welcomes its newest Group
Leader, Joanna Jachowicz

Researchers from the Gerlich Group
at IMBA put their finger on the
molecular mechanism that enables
faithful transport of chromosomes to
daughter cells. Writing in Nature, the
team showed how a chemical
modification establishes a sharp
surface boundary on chromosomes,
thus allowing them to resist
perforation by microtubules of the
spindle apparatus.

Joanna Jachowicz joined IMBA as a
group leader in July 2022. The
Jachowicz Lab focuses on
understanding the "dark genome" and
its impact on cell fate decisions.

More IMBA News

IMP

Latest honours for IMP senior
scientists

A September to remember:
unprecedented wave of IMP
publications
One month, eight publications: Seven of
IMP’s 15 research groups have
published new results in peer-reviewed
journals in September. Ranging from
the genetic basis of certain cancer types
to fundamental mechanisms of
embryonic development, the
publications cover a wide range of
topics in the molecular life sciences.

Cancer researchers at the IMP have
received prestigious honours this
summer. First, Anna Obenauf received
the AAAS Martin and Rose Wachtel
Cancer Research Award for her research
in metastasis biology and the emergence
of drug resistance in cancer. Then,
Johannes Zuber was one of only 58
newly elected members of the European
Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO).

More IMP news

MAX PERUTZ LABS

Circalunar clocks: using the
right light

New light for electron
microscopy

In Nature Communications, the labs of
Kristin Tessmar-Raible (Max Perutz Labs
Vienna, Alfred Wegener Institut,
University of Oldenburg) and Eva Wolf
(Johannes Gutenberg University and
Institute of Molecular Biology Mainz)
report that a molecule called Lcryptochrome (L-Cry) has the biochemical
properties to discriminate between
different moon phases, as well as
between sun- and moonlight.

The lab of Thomas Juffmann, together
with researchers from the University of
Siegen, has developed a new technique
that combines electron microscopy and
laser technology to enable
programmable, arbitrary shaping of
electron beams. It can potentially be used
for optimizing electron optics and for
adaptive electron microscopy, with
applications in structural biology and
materials science.

More Max Perutz Labs News

VIENNA BIOCENTER CORE FACILITIES
VBCF SUCCESS STORY
From individual gargling to nationwide
screening, the Vienna COVID-19
Detection Initiative played a pivotal
role in Austria’s pandemic response.
In this first edition of the 'VBCF
Success Stories' series, you will learn
about the VBCF perspective on the
successes, challenges, and the
extraordinary legacy of the VCDI.

VBCF ANNUAL REPORT 2021
2021 was a record year for VBCF in
various aspects. To learn more about
the exciting scientific developments,
the companies’ robust financial
growth, and the social impact of your
work at VBC Campus, check out our
first Annual Report for 2021.
A big thanks and kudos to all of you
that made 2021 a great success!

VBCF MAP
In case, you ever have trouble finding
us, please consult the VBCF map! You
can also download the map from your
website.

New service available!
Cryo-EM Single Particle Analysis on
Krios
The VBCF EM Facility is now offering
high-resolution cryo-EM data
acquisition by Single Particle Analysis
(SPA) on the IMP owned Krios. IMP
and VBCF agreed that spare capacity
of the Krios is available to all VBC
groups via the VBCF EM Facility.
Please contact Thomas Heuser for
details.

Coming to you soon!
Correlative Light and Electron
Microscopy (CLEM) combines the
large field of view and ease of
screening in light/fluorescent
microscopy with the high resolution
power of EM. This way, rare regions of
interest can be quickly identified in
large samples and examined in detail.
The teams of the BioOptics and EM
Facility are currently setting-up this
correlative workflow and will offer this
service to the VBC community by mid
next year.
For the CLEM setup, a Lyman CMS196 cryo-correlative
microscopy stage will be mounted on a Zeiss Airyscan.

Coming to you soon!
We are planning to acquire an Echo 525
(Beckman Coulter) nanolitre pipetting
system to further develop our library
preparation services. The unique
focused sound energy technology of the
Echo instruments allows for hands and
tips free acoustic transfer of liquids
down to 2.5nl. In combination with our
Biomek’s 384 tip head, the Echo
dispenser allows for the miniaturization
of reaction volumes leading to a
substantial increase in throughput and a
3-4x reduction in costs. The new
services will be announced in
November; stay tuned!

Follow VBCF on
VBC COMPANY NEWS

Akribes develops theranostic assay systems
Akribes has developed theranostic assay systems, using wound exudates from patients.
After obtaining a European patent in 2019, Akribes Biomedical GmbH has now been
granted patents for its assay platform in Japan and China. At the Advanced Wound Care
Summit Europe, Dec. 13-14, 2022, in Berlin, Barbara Wolff-Winiski will present an invited
talk on the development of personalized treatments for chronic wounds.

OpGen launches ARES sequencing services in the US
OpGen launched ARES sequencing services in the U.S. from its Rockville, Maryland
laboratory in September, an expansion of its lab-based services already offered through its
Vienna, Austria based lab at Ares Genetics, an OpGen group company. OpGen now offers
validated high quality sequencing and analysis services with rapid turnaround times in the
US and in Vienna, which will provide the local and global infectious disease community with
routine sequencing of priority isolates and outbreak analyses that support their needs for
surveillance, infection prevention and antibiotic stewardship.

Biosynth Carbosynth to offer Enzyme Development following Acquisition of
EUCODIS Bioscience
Biosynth Carbosynth announced that it has signed an agreement to acquire EUCODIS
Bioscience. The two companies have worked together on innovation projects in
enzyme development for a number of years, with Biosynth already stocking EUCODIS’
catalogue enzymes as part of its broad research product offering.

invIOs focuses on cancer immunotherapies
invIOs has completed its spinout from
APEIRON Biologics and is now fully
focused on developing innovative
cancer immunotherapies, with a
pipeline of clinical and pre-clinical
assets. The team, led by CEO Peter
Llewellyn-Davies, has developed an
innovative cell therapy treatment
platform, EPiC (Enhancement Platform
for immune Cells), which enables rapid
treatment of patients with various solid
tumours in an out-patient setting.

LabConsulting’s wall planner 2023
The new free LabConsulting wall planner 2023 is now available in A2 format. You can
receive one by sending an email to support@labshop-online.com with the CODE
WALL2023.

ÖGMBT Life Science Career Fair 2022
The Life Science Career Fair 2022 was
a great success: 400 participants on
site, of which 40 came from abroad and
around 100 participants from other
Austrian provinces. There were over
300 CV submissions to the Talent Pool
– the resource for exhibiting companies
and institutions to seek for potential
candidates.

ÖGMBT Life Science Awards Austria Winners 2022
Five young scientists have been honored
for their internationally outstanding work:
Pia Gattinger (MedUni Vienna), Bernardo
Almeida (IMP) and Peter Peneder (St.
Anna Children's Cancer Research) who
won the special prize for “Excellence &
Societal Impact”. Maximilian Schneider
(IMBA) and Martin Wilkovitsch (TU
Vienna) received the Life Science PhD
Award Austria for their dissertations.

14th ÖGMBT Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting 2022 has closed the
gates, at which Austrian Life Sciences
were celebrated in a multi-day panel.
ÖGMBT wishes to thank the chairs,
plenary, sponsors, exhibitors and invited
speakers, as well as the presenters of
short talks, science flashes and posters.
The event also included a “Wine &
Science” reception. The next Annual
Meeting will take place in Salzburg 19-21
September 2023.

OncoOne announces addition of MIF and macrophage biology experts
OncoOne announced the addition of 3
world-renowned MIF and macrophage
biology experts: Dr. Seamas Donnelly, Dr.
Jennifer Guerriero, and Dr. Robert
Mitchell to its Scientific Advisory Board.
Each SAB member provides a wealth of
knowledge in the fields of oncology and
immunology which will further
complement the existing SAB as it
supports the clinical readiness of the
company’s two next generation
monoclonal antibody oxMIF assets.

IMBA and Open Science at Vienna Science Festival
IMBA and Open Science were
represented at this year's Vienna Science
Festival (Wiener Forschungsfest) with a
jointly developed stem cell hands-on
station “Das Universum der
Stammzellen”. From September 9 to 11,
about 10,000 visitors took the opportunity
to gain a deeper insight into the work of
researchers and their projects at more
than 30 hands-on stations at the Vienna
City Hall.

Vote for Gerhard Ecker for Austrian of the Year 2022
Every year, the Austrian Newspaper “Die
Presse” honours outstanding
personalities living and working in Austria.
This year, the founder of Phenaris,
Gerhard Ecker is nominated in the
category Start-ups. The prize will be
awarded on the 19th of October in the
course of a gala-event in Vienna.

Vote here
© Barbara Mair

Valneva Publishes COVID-19 Vaccine Phase 3 Data in The Lancet
Infectious Diseases
The Lancet Infectious Diseases (“The
Lancet ID”), a peer-reviewed medical
journal, has published the Company’s
pivotal Phase 3 clinical data for its
inactivated, whole-virus COVID-19
vaccine. The study shows that VLA2001
demonstrated superior neutralizing
antibody titer levels versus the
comparator vaccine, as well as broad Tcell responses against the S- (spike), M(membrane), and N- (neucleocapsid)
proteins, and a significantly better
tolerability profile.

Valneva Initiates Rolling Submission of FDA Biologics License
Application for its Single-Shot Chikungunya Vaccine Candidate
Valneva is seeking approval of the
Company’s single-shot chikungunya
vaccine candidate in persons aged 18
years and above. the Biologics License
Application (BLA) to the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) follows final
pivotal Phase 3 data reported in March
2022 and final lot-to-lot consistency results
reported in May 2022.Valneva plans to
make regulatory submissions for VLA1553
in Europe in the first half of 2023.

Pfizer and Valneva Initiate Phase 3 Study of Lyme Disease Vaccine
Candidate VLA15
The Phase 3 clinical study, Vaccine
Against Lyme for Outdoor Recreationists
(VALOR) (NCT05477524), will investigate
the efficacy, safety and immunogenicity of
their investigational Lyme disease
vaccine candidate, VLA15. The
randomized, placebo-controlled, Phase 3
VALOR study is planned to enroll approx.
6,000 participants 5 years of age and
older. The study is being conducted at up
to 50 sites located in areas where Lyme
disease is highly endemic.

Vienna Open Lab in Science Festival Workshop
The Vienna Open Lab also participated in
the workshop "Enzyme - versteckte
Helfer im Alltag". In line with the hands-on
tradition, the workshop illustrated the
important role these molecular
superheroes play in digestion. Afterwards,
visitors could test their newly acquired
knowledge with the "Dreh dich Schlau“
game and win a sweet surprise.

EVENTS AT VBC
ÖGMBT Life Science Career Paths with Sandoz/Novartis on Oct 20

Vienna BioCenter PhD Program - Symposium

Each year the PhD students organise a symposium over 2-3 days. The Vienna
Biocenter PhD Symposium 2022 ‘Pushing Boundaries’ aims to portray visionary
techniques and groundbreaking discoveries that broaden our scientific horizon and
enable future research to visualize molecules in unseen detail, collect Omics-data in
yet higher throughput, and understand organisms on an entirely new level.
Our symposium provides a stage for both presentation and discussion of the
development, applications and implications of recent methodological advances that
can be harnessed by the scientific community on campus and beyond to push the
boundaries of science.
Registration deadline: 14 Oct

WORKING AT VBC

FOOD TRUCKS AT VBC
Five different food trucks expand the culinary offerings on VBC campus. You can
choose from daily changing, varied options. Already found your favorite?
Food trucks stop at VBC Campus daily (Mon to Thu from 11 am to 2 pm) in front of the
Globe Wien (at the corner of Karl-Farkas-Gasse and Maria-Jacobi-Gasse). The Wrap
Stars food truck stops in front of the Marxbox.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Follow Vienna BioCenter on

Thursday

