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VBC NEWS
Emmanuelle Charpentier awarded

Honorary Doctorate by the University of Vienna

Nobel Laureate and former Perutz faculty member,
Emmanuelle Charpentier, has received an honorary
doctorate from the University of Vienna in recognition
of her groundbreaking contributions to CRISPR gene
editing, as well as her longstanding connections to
Vienna’s research community.
 
Emmanuelle laid the foundation for the CRISPR-Cas9
gene-editing system, during her time as a group leader
at the Perutz (2002–2009). The honorary doctorate
celebrates her pioneering scientific achievements and
recognizes the important role of basic, curiosity-driven
research in driving new discoveries.

In her public lecture, Emmanuelle Charpentier highlighted the importance of the unique
collaborative environment at the Vienna BioCenter for her scientific research on
molecular mechanisms in bacterial pathogens. “I particularly enjoyed being part of the
network of researchers at the Max Perutz Labs that focused on discovering small
RNAs in bacteria and other organisms, which played a crucial role for the CRISPR
project”, she shared.
 
Read more here

Proudly announcing that no less than ten new Marie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoc
Fellows call the Vienna BioCenter their scientific home.
 
In the latest call of the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions-funded Postdoctoral
Fellowship, which is part of the EU’s Research and Innovation framework program
Horizon Europe, 10.360 proposals from around the world were submitted.

2.4% of those applications came from Austria and in the end, 1.696 outstanding
postdoctoral researchers were successful. 20.3% of the awarded Postdoc fellows
represent the area of life sciences. 
 
The Vienna BioCenter fellows are affiliated with six different institutes on Campus,
highlighting the high-quality research and education accomplished here.
 
Read more about their work in our News section: News | Vienna BioCenter
 

Welcome to hUBB - open to everyone on Campus

The UBB is now home to the hUBB, a
space designed for communication,
relaxation and having lunch. The
modern space redefines student and
staff life, providing areas for
socializing and sustainable dining.
 
Designed by designkollektiv, the hUBB

combines functionality and comfort with innovative solutions for the different ways the
space is used.
 
The meat-free LIA Bistro serves fresh and affordable vegetarian and vegan meals
every day for €5.90 - you can check out the weekly menu here (scroll down to LIA
Bistro Biologiezentrum Uni Wien). The decision in favour of a meat-free canteen
reflects the university's commitment to sustainability and enables a significant
reduction in the carbon footprint.
 
Whether you're looking for a quick lunch or a place to relax after work, the hUBB is
open to everyone - come and check it out!

VIENNA BIOCENTER ASSOCIATION

Vienna BioCenter Association welcomes a new member

Rockfish Bio is a Vienna-based
biotech company dedicated to
promote healthy aging by developing
senolytic therapies for the treatment of
age-related diseases.

Rockfish Bio recently discovered a novel target pathway that is well-suited for the
development of senolytic drugs with superior efficacy, selectivity and safety profile. The
target pathway was successfully tested in 7 different cell types with a therapeutic index
of up to 700. The lead candidate RFB01016 was able to restore neuromuscular
functions and massively extend the health and life span (+40 % median survival time
after start of treatment) in naturally aged mice.
 
Proof-of-concept studies in several preclinical disease models are currently ongoing.
This will demonstrate the efficacy of their approach for the treatment of age-related
diseases and help Rockfish Bio in the selection process for their first lead indication for
IND-enabling studies.
 

SPORTS INITIATIVES ON VBC CAMPUS

VBC Sports is a campus-wide sports initiative to connect colleagues through their
interest and passion for sports. All employees of VBC members have access to a wide
range of sports activities through VBC sports. To find out more, visit sports.vbc.ac.at
and login via your institute or company. 
 
With spring around the corner, many (outdoor) sports like Basketball, Volleyball and
Dragonboat are about to kick off for the season! Check out their pages for details.
 
Keep an eye out for dedicated Sports Newsletters with updates on sports offered

Not registered yet? Employees at UBB/CeMESS follow these instructions and employees at Vienna
BioCenter companies follow these instructions to register first with their work email address. Access
to Vienna BioCenter Sports & Activities will be granted after successful approval of the registration.
 
Participation in Vienna BioCenter Sports  & Activities is generously subsidized through membership
fees of Vienna BioCenter association members. Thus, participation in most sports activities is free;
however, some courses require partial or full coverage of the costs by the participants.
 

VIENNA BIOCENTER SCIENTIFIC TRAINING

The Vienna BioCenter Alumni Platform is Live

On March 27th, the Vienna BioCenter Alumni Platform and its features were introduced
in an interactive online event, bringing together alumni and current scientific staff from
the partner institutes (GMI, IMBA, IMP, and Max Perutz Labs).

With more than 500 members already on board, the platform is set to become a
dynamic hub for networking, collaboration, and idea exchange—connecting the Vienna
BioCenter alumni and campus community like never before.

This is just the beginning: The Vienna Biocenter Scientific Training Unit is eager to
grow this network together with all members and unlock its full potential, strengthening
ties across campus and beyond. Stay tuned for more details in a dedicated newsletter
in the near future.

Discover the platform today: Vienna BioCenter Alumni Platform

Vienna BioCenter Interdisciplinary Postdoc Program 3 Funded

The Scientific Training Unit is excited to announce that
the VBC Interdisciplinary Postdoctoral Program 3
(VIP3) has secured €2.7 million in funding from the
European Commission!
 
Running from 2026–2030, VIP3 will offer 16 three-year
fellowships through two international calls, the first
opening in May–June 2025.

The program fosters interdisciplinary research by connecting two campus groups per
project. Fellows benefit from a three-mentor scheme, optional secondments of up to six
months, and support from seven partners across Europe, the USA, and Asia. We look
forward to welcoming the next generation of interdisciplinary postdocs! Stay tuned -
more information on our website coming soon! https://training.vbc.ac.at/
 
Read more here

RESEARCH INSTITUTES' NEWS

CeMESS

Jillian Petersen appointed Full
Professor at CeMESS

The Center for Microbiology and
Environmental Systems Science
(CeMESS) is pleased to announce that
Jillian Petersen has been appointed
Full Professor (§ 99/4) in March 2025.
 
Since joining the Division of Microbial
Ecology (DOME) at CeMESS in 2016,
Jillian Petersen has led groundbreaking
research on beneficial interactions
between marine invertebrate animals
and their sulfur-oxidizing bacterial
symbionts, as well as plant-microbe
interactions in marine and terrestrial
environments.

New Master’s Program: Microbiome
Science

A new English-taught Master’s program
in Microbiome Science has launched at
the University of Vienna, offering students
a curriculum that dives into microbial
communities and their significance for the
environment, health and ecosystems.
 
The interdisciplinary program is
coordinated by Jillian Petersen at the
Center for Microbiology and
Environmental Systems Science
(CeMESS) and prepares graduates for
careers in research, biotechnology, and
environmental science.
 

More CeMESS news

FACULTY OF LIFE SCIENCES @ UBB

Four FWF Grants for the Faculty of
Life Sciences @ UBB

Tessmar-Raible and Raible research
groups join the Faculty of Life
Sciences

Gerhard Herndl (Dep. Functional and
Evolutionary Ecology) investigates the
role of the microbes in jellyfish
blooms, creating a database to help
predict and mitigate bloom-related
ecological disturbances.
 
Ron Pinhasi (Dep. Evolutionary
Anthropology) aims to improve the
recovery of ancient DNA from
archaeological sediments by
combining paleogenomics and
geochemistry.
 
Oleg Simakov (Dep. Neuroscience
and Developmental Biology) explores
how genome topology influences brain
cell diversity in three major orders of
cephalopods.
 
David Mörsdorf (Dep. Neuroscience
and Developmental Biology)
investigates role of Chordin in the sea
anemone Nematostella using
transgenic models and proteomics in
his ESPRIT project.

The Faculty of Life Sciences
welcomes two new research groups to
the Faculty’s Department of
Neuroscience and Developmental
Biology after their transition from the
Max Perutz Labs:
 
The Tessmar-Raible group explores
molecular mechanisms of biological
rhythms influenced by sun- and
moonlight in marine organisms like
Platynereis dumerilii, as well non-
visual effects of light on animals amid
human-induced lighting changes.
 
The Raible group studies stem cell-
based regeneration and its hormonal
control, also using Platynereis. Their
research examines how brain-derived
factors modulate stem cell
reprogramming, neural regeneration
and aging while uncovering
mechanisms of biomaterial production.

More Faculty of Life Sciences news

GMI

Balancing the pressure: how plant
cells protect their vacuoles

Water-filled vacuoles provide the inner
pressure plant cells need for structural
support. However, damage to the
plant’s cell wall risks leading to
vacuole rupture and cell death.
 
The Dagdas group discovered a novel
quality control mechanism that
protects the vacuole’s integrity upon
cell wall damage.Using genetic and
functional analyses in Marchantia
polymorpha and Arabidopsis thaliana,
the team identified a conserved quality
control mechanism by which cell wall
damage triggers the ATG8ylation of
the vacuole’s membrane.
 
The study was published on February
7th in Nature Plants.
 

Discovering the genetics of climate
adaptation

A new study by the groups of Liam
Dolan and Frédéric Berger linked
climate data with genetic variation,
revealing how Marchantia polymorpha
adapts to different climates.
 
By integrating a population genomics
database with a worldwide climate
dataset, the scientists correlated each
subpopulation’s genetic profile with its
local climate and found genetic
variants associated with warmer and
colder summer temperatures.
 
Their findings were published in
Current Biology on February 10th.

More GMI news

IMBA

Major awards for Daniel Gerlich and
Elly Tanaka

Daniel Gerlich, Senior Group Leader
at IMBA, received this year’s Erwin
Schrödinger Award, one of the highest
awards by the Austrian Academy of
Sciences, for his contributions to the
field of cell biology, revealing how
chromosomes adapt their structure
and material properties during the cell
cycle. Read more.

The German National Academy of
Sciences Leopoldina honored Elly
Tanaka, IMBA's Scientific Director,
with the Schleiden Medal for her
groundbreaking insights in the field of
regenerative biology. Read more.
 

Kristina Stapornwongkul starts group at
IMBA

Developmental biologist Kristina
Stapornwongkul, currently a
postdoctoral researcher at EMBL
Barcelona, will join IMBA as group
leader in autumn 2025.
 
The Stapornwongkul lab will study how
the nutritional environment and
metabolic processes influence
embryonic development—an emerging
research area with broad implications
for both fundamental biology and
biomedical applications. The team will
develop new tools to map the spatial
and temporal dynamics of metabolism
and use human stem cell-derived
models to study gastrulation and neural
tube development.  

More IMBA News

IMP

Beyond loops: cohesin links DNA
architecture and epigenetics

Vienna honours Meinrad Busslinger
with decoration

The structural organisation of DNA is
important for regulating gene activity
and ensuring proper cell function. The
protein complex cohesin has a key
role in this structural organisation by
folding DNA into loops.
 
Jan-Michael Peters’ lab at the IMP
now discovered that cohesin not only
shapes DNA into loops but also
positions the epigenetic reader Phf2
within the genome. Their findings,
published in EMBO Journal, reveal an
unexpected role of cohesin in bridging
genome architecture and epigenetics.

Meinrad Busslinger, Emeritus Senior
Group Leader and former Scientific
Deputy Director of the IMP, has been
honoured with the Silver Medal for
Meritorious Service to the Province of
Vienna.
 
The Provincial Government
unanimously decided for this
recognition in light of Busslinger’s
outstanding scientific achievements
and his pioneering contributions to
establishing the IMP and the Vienna
BioCenter.

More IMP news

MAX PERUTZ LABS

FWF Principal Investigator
Project grant for Martin Leeb

Location, location, location

Perutz group leader Martin Leeb
receives funding from the Austrian
Science Fund (FWF) for his Principal
Investigator Project ‘Functional Gene
Networks in Naïve and Formative
Pluripotency‘.
 
The project aims to map the gene
regulatory networks governing these
transitions using CRISPR-based
functional genomics and
computational approaches. Martin’s
research will uncover how cells
balance stability and plasticity during
early development, paving the way for
more precise stem cell differentiation
and better in vitro models of
mammalian development.
 
The total funding volume is more than
€650,000 for the next four years.
 

The formation of euchromatin and
heterochromatin divides the cell’s
nucleus into regions of active and
inactive genes. However, intriguingly,
some active genes are located within
heterochromatic regions at the nuclear
periphery.
 
In a new study published in Nature
Communications, the Foisner lab
reveals how these genes are
anchored to the nuclear lamina. Their
research uncovers a novel tethering
mechanism, whereby proteins bind to
enhancer-type cis-regulatory elements
rather than directly to the genes they
regulate

More Max Perutz Labs News

VIENNA BIOCENTER CORE FACILITIES

First PHENOplant publication Orbitrap AstralMS has arrived

Norway spruce (Picea abies) is crucial
for Europe’s forests and economy, yet
frequent drought spells threaten its
survival and productivity. In a study
recently released in Plant Phenomics,
the authors introduce an advanced
high-throughput phenotyping
approach—integrating transcriptomic,
metabolomic, and anatomical insights
—to reveal how spruce seedlings
adapt to water scarcity.
 
It is the first publication where
the PHENOplant was implemented,
making it a proof-of-concept for the
research infrastructure design and
high-quality service offered by VBCF.
 
Read more here

The Proteomics Tech Hub recently
received the Orbitrap AstralMS
(Thermo Fisher Scientific). The new
instrument is part of a FFG R&D Grant
received by VBCF.

It combines two mass analyzers to
achieve a sufficient resolution for
multiplexed samples, an extremely
high sensitivity down to single
molecule detection and speed at the
same time.
 
It enables the Tech Hub to boost their
protein identification numbers fivefold
to more than 5000 proteins/single cell
compared to its predecessor
instrument, the Orbitrap Exploris.
 
 
 

Follow VBCF on

VBC COMPANY NEWS

After the resounding success of the second event last year in Innsbruck, BIOTECH
AUSTRIA is thrilled to announce BIOTECH SUMMIT AUSTRIA 2025, this time again in
the vibrant city of Graz on 23 to 24 October, 2025.

Prepare for two days packed with insightful discussions, captivating keynotes,
interactive panels, all led by industry pioneers and thought leaders. Plus, don't miss the
pre-event 'HIKE & DINE' on 22 October, offering a unique opportunity to network while
exploring the picturesque landscapes of Styria.
 
Register here - Early bird tickets are available until 30 May 2025!

HeartBeat.bio AG is thrilled to announce that they have received another FFG Austrian
Research Promotion Agency grant in the amount of € 982k to further develop their
Cardioid Drug Discovery Platform for different types of cardiomyopathies—a disease
affecting more than two million patients across major pharmaceutical markets and with
a high medical need.
 
This funding strengthens HeartBeat.bio's position as a leading player in modeling
cardiomyopathies in 3D human in vitro systems and as a preferred partner for pharma
and biotech companies developing novel treatments in this space.
 

Laboratory space for rent at Vienna BioCenter

Lexogen has two laboratory spaces for rent, these can either be taken together or
separately. In addition there is office space and communal meeting rooms and
lounges. Total area (including the common areas): approximately 550 m².
 
Details:

• Two separately rentable laboratory areas
• Office space for administrative activities
• Shared meeting rooms and lounges/common rooms
• Location: Campus Vienna Biocenter 5, 1030 Vienna

 
The laboratory spaces are ideal for companies working in the field of biotechnology
and/or technology and research, while the office space offers a quiet working
environment for administrative activities. Shared meeting rooms and lounges are also
available, providing space for dialogue and breaks.
 
Should you require any further information, please e-mail Sigrid Klimt:
sigrid.klimt@lexogen.com.

17th ÖGMBT Annual Meeting
Life Sciences Research and
PhD Awards Austria 2025

From September 24 to 26, 2025, the
annual meeting will be held in
Innsbruck. Its theme is "From
Molecules to Organisms – Interactions
and Interventions.
 
Early Bird registration until June 8
– submit your abstract! For session
topics, invited speakers & registration
click here

ÖGMBT is once again awarding
prestigious prizes for the best
scientific work in basic science,
advanced research & societal impact.
Winners will be honored at the
ÖGMBT Annual Meeting and will have
the opportunity to present their
research to a wide audience.
 
Application is open until June 4. All
information can be found here
 

TAmiRNA, Evercyte & Phoenestra are joining forces as EVscale™

TAmiRNA, Evercyte and Phoenestra
are joining forces as EVscale™ and
will be exhibiting at the ISEV
Conference in Vienna from April 24-
27, 2025!
 
Visit the Booth B13 to discover how
the comprehensive platform can
accelerate extracellular vesicle (EV)
for therapeutic applications.
 
EVscale™ offers end-to-end solutions
designed to streamline EV-based
therapeutic development:

EVscale™ offers end-to-end solutions designed to streamline EV-based therapeutic
development:

• Diverse MSC cell lines from Evercyte, specifically selected for optimal EV
production relevant to therapeutic efficacy.

• Scalable EV production in controlled bioreactors and downstream processing,
ensuring the necessary quantities and consistent qualities for preclinical
studies and future clinical trials.

• Comprehensive EV characterization services to demonstrate the quality and
consistency of therapeutic EV products.

 
Meet the experts at ISEV Vienna and learn how EVscale™ can support developing
innovative EV-based therapeutics.
 
For more information, please contact office@evscale.info.

Valneva’s Chikungunya Vaccine IXCHIQ® Now Authorized in EU
for Adolescents Aged 12 and Above

Valneva announced that the European Commission (EC) has granted marketing
authorization in Europe for Valneva’s single-dose vaccine, IXCHIQ®, for the prevention
of disease caused by the chikungunya virus in individuals 12 years of age and older.
 
This label extension complements the adult marketing authorization in Europe Valneva
received in July 2024. With this approval, IXCHIQ® becomes available in the market
for adolescents in the EU, Norway, Liechtenstein and Iceland.
 
Read more here

EVENTS

Symposia & Events at Vienna BioCenter

2025 marks the 25th anniversary of the Gregor Mendel
Institute—and we would love for you to join us in
celebrating this milestone with two special events.
 
On May 5th, 2025, we will welcome Jennifer Doudna,
co-discoverer of CRISPR, for a festive lecture and
reception at the ÖAW Festsaal.

On May 23rd, 2025, the GMI will celebrate a day-long scientific symposium at the
Vienna BioCenter, featuring scientific talks from GMI alumni and former PIs. The day
will conclude with an evening celebration.
 
Find out more about the celebrations and secure your spot here: GMI 25th Anniversary
 
May 5th & May 23rd, 
Austrian Academy of Sciences (ÖAW) & Vienna BioCenter

European Symposium on Single Cell Proteomics (ESCP)

In August, the Research Institute of Molecular Pathology (IMP) will host the European
Symposium on Single Cell Proteomics (ESCP) for the 6th time.
 
Building on the success of the previous symposium with over 220 registered
participants, we continue the tradition of the European Symposium on Single Cell
Proteomics. In 2025 we will focus not only on proteomics but also on multiomic,
metabolomic and related studies on the single cell level. We will further have a
dedicated session of speakers that bring a spatial component into their data!
 
August 26th – 27th, 

Vienna BioCenter

Register here to attend

Events by and with Vienna BioCenter Members

"Botanic Quest – The Biodiversity Odyssey" launches on April 11

The Botanic Quest outdoor quiz invites players to explore the Botanical Garden, solve
challenges, and collect points—enhancing awareness of plant diversity, climate impact,
and species conservation. The interactive game, produced by the GMI and the
Botanical Garden, will be launched during the Rare Plant Fair at the Botanical Gardens
on April 11.

Designed for teenagers and adults (plus families), this free experience makes plant
biology fun and accessible for all ages. Botanic Quest goes beyond gaming—it's a
meaningful step toward environmental education and plant conservation awareness.
 
Starting April 11th, 
Rare Plant Fair, Botanic Gardens

ÖGMBT Life Sciences Career Fair  - LSCF 2025

On May 27, 2025, the career fair for Life Sciences in Austria will take place at FH
Campus Wien. Employers from industry and academia, as well as career experts, will
be present to provide comprehensive information to participants.
 
Highlights include the Talent Pool, Employer Pitches, Career Workshops, CV Feedback
& Resume Foto Corner.

For free registration, program & exhibitors click here
 
May 27th
FH Campus Wien

WORKING AT VBC

FOOD TRUCKS AT VBC
Five different food trucks expand the culinary offerings on VBC campus. You can
choose from daily changing, varied options. Already found your favorite?
 
Food trucks stop at VBC Campus daily (Mon to Thu from 11 am to 2 pm) in front of the
Globe Wien (at the corner of Karl-Farkas-Gasse and Maria-Jacobi-Gasse). The Wrap
Stars food truck stops in front of the Marxbox.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Follow Vienna BioCenter on

We are also on BlueSky
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